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THE Lonpon County Counci are to take im- 
mediate steps to clear the area between the County 
Hall and Waterloo Bridge. A river wall exten- 
sion and a Concert Hall are to be built. The site 
will be made available for the central exhibition 
of the Festival of Britain, 1951. The plans of the 
Festival Council, which include the use of exhibi- 
tion buildings made of fabrics, are outlined. 


THE CLAIM that 23 of the 26 Middlesex bodies 
whose target populations were fixed in the Clement 
Davies report had already exceeded their popula- 
tion, some by as much as 35 per cent., was made 
by Mr. Charles Dalton. His remarks, made 
before the Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion, were part of an indictment of authorities 
concerned with the County of London Plan, in 
that “nothing has been done to implement the 
Plan since it was published.” 


YESTERDAY the Duke of Gloucester declared open 
the Memorial Fountains in Trafalgar-square to 
Admirals of the Fleet Lord Jellicoe and Lord 
Beatty. The scheme is illustrated and described. 


FLEMING CourT, Paddington’s first post-war hous- 
ing scheme, has been completed. A series of 
laundry units is incorporated in the buildings. 
Rentals (including rates) proposed range from 
18s. 9d. for a single-room flat (including kitchen, 
bath, w.c. and basement storeroom for bicycles, 
etc.) to 36s. for a four-roomed fiat. 


A QUESTIONNAIRE has been issued by the Building 
Industry Working Party to the industry. The 
Chairman has also given further details of tho 


Party’s work. 


Mr. Coppock, speaking at a Housing Conference 
at Brighton, declared that the industry could build 
500,000 houses a year, subject to certain conditions 
of which the most important was “the oppor- 
tunity to get on with the job with a minimum of 
interference.” 


A PLAN for the manufacture on the site of build- 
ing blocks (Ziegelsplittbeton) from pulverised rubble 
is referred to in an article on the German Housing 
Situation. 482 


FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 1951 


PLANS announced for the Festival of Britain, 1951, 

_Show that this project will not fail through lack 
of imagination. The Festival Council’s ideas, as out- 
lined by Mr. Gerald Barry last week and reported else- 
where in this issue, show that both in the choice of 
site for the Central Exhibition and in the treatment 
proposed by the Presentation Panel responsible for the 
overall planning of the structures to house the exhibits, 
plenty of this somewhat rare quality has been used. 
By using the site which will eventually accommodate the 
“cultural centre” proposed by the London County 
Council and the “new Whitehall” which the Govern- 
ment is to establish hard by, we shall achieve from this 
exhibition much that is permanent—a feat which is 
more common in France than in this country. When 
the Festival ends in September, 1951, there will be, 
according to present plans, an embankment wall, a per- 
manent concert hall and a site clear of all obstructions 
for the,new L.C.C. and Government buildings. 

In the design and construction of the temporary 
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“ing. No announcement is yet made as to 


to house the exhibits we are promised new 


buildin 
and new shapes which will be visually arrest- 


materi 


form of these future structures, but we must 
to avoid the shoddy on the one hand and to 
fullest use of the limited site on the other. 
latter case, the advantages of multi-storeyed structures 
are obvious; what Ss there be, it may be 
asked, of achieving these while using — The 
case for employing prefabricated buildings should be 
re-examined, even at the cost of encroaching upon 
other forms of building. This exhibition comes once 
only in a hundred years. ? 

While the South Bank is the focal point of the 
Festival, the Festival Council’s plans embrace, in effect, 
the whole of Britain. It is expected that every side 
of our national life will make its own contribution, 
and we may hope that our great cities, and London in 
particular, will be encouraged to show themselves 
visually to advantage. The metropolis is still wearing 
a shabby look, and we shall hope that in the next 
thirty months much will be done in re on 
central sites and in painting and redecoration of our 
buildings. It is not the South Bank but the whole of 
Britain that will be on exhibition in 1951. 


INDUCEMENT OR COMPULSION? 


HAVE we in Britain lost the arts of self-discipline 
and self-reliance? Have we become the victims 
of control and “planning” to such an extent that 
we are in danger of being regimented out of the will 
and power to control our own destinies? It might 
surprise Mr. Richard Coppock that these thoughts are 
prompted by his address last Friday to the Confer- 
ence of the Institute of Housing at Brighton. (See 
report on page 480.) Never before has the buildi 
industry been so completely planned and contro 
by public authority, never before has individual initia- 
tive in the industry counted for less than it does to-day, 
yet the General Secretary of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives (who, although he made 
no mention of his belief at the Brighton 
has expressed himself or as being in favour o' 
the nationalisation of the industry) is far from satis- 
fied that the industry is being given a chance to con- 
tribute its best service. Mr. Coppock is firmly of the 
opinion that we can buiid 500,000 houses a year if 
employers and workers are imbued with a sense of 
social urgency, if they are given the means, if there is 
no constant changing of plan, if all concerned are 
given the opportunity to get on with the job with a 
minimum of interference. We believe this opinion to 
Oe odetiak daveade t onl planning but 
roduction not only upon planning but upon 
confidence; confidence that the plan is right, confidence 
that it will not be subject to capricious and vexatious 
changes or drastic and sudden cuts, and confidence 
between the many interdependent agencies by means 
of which the plan will have to be carried into effect. 
By placing the main and practically sole reliance upon 
public authority, the Minister of Health apparently 
hoped to achieve the desired confidence. But in the 
event it has been lacking. The plan was slow to 
mature, and only the output of private enterprise dur- 
ing the first 18 monthssaved face for the Minister; 
it has developed patchily; and when at last it appeared 
to be overcoming initial inertia it received a setback 
by the recommendations of the Economy R 
Having been over a quarter of a century at the helm 
of the Operatives’ Federation, Mr. Coppock isan ex- 
perienced navigator and is quick to sense impending 
storm and tempest or the vicinity of shoal water. He 
has no intention of piling his ship up on the rocks, 
therefore, for the benefit of others who may not see 


= 


so clearly, he rightly recalls the industry’s e 
when traversing similar troubled waters in the past. 
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“Not for the first time have willing and suitable men 
been invited to enter a training course in the building 
industry in order to cope with an expected expansion; 
not for the first time have many such trainees been 
doomed to a state of enforced inactivity because there 
is no work for them; not for the first time have valu- 
able training centres been closed because of the change 
in Government policy.” This theme might well be 
developed and given greater publicity. In spite of the 
fact that by dilution, special training schemes and the 
natural attractiveness of the industry, its ranks were 
swollen to such an extent that it suffered from very 
heavy unemployment in the late thirties, it was seri- 
ously proposed to increase its personnel by a further 
25 per cent. three years ago, and there were those in 
high authority and wielding considerable power who 
would, if wiser counsels had not prevailed, have built 
up a labour force of no fewer than two million men 
in the industry—twice as many as before the war. This 
in the sacred name of planning! 

All of the points made in this address (which was 
somewhat in the nature of a pot-pourri) were not so 
sound as the argument against unbalancing the person- 
nel of the industry. The references to private enter- 
prise, for instance, were misleading; the building con- 
tractor undertaking housing for a local authority is 
not operating under the principles of private enterprise 
and it serves no useful purpose to criticise private en- 
terprise by reference to what may happen on a build- 
ing contract. While it is true that in the period between 
the wars private enterprise built for sale rather than for 
renting, it has been authoritatively stated that no fewer 
than 750,000 houses were provided at that time by pri- 
vate enterprise for renting. An analysis has been ptb- 
lished of the wage groups to which private enterprise 
sold houses, and this shows that a very large percentage 
of such houses went to people of the working classes— 
certainly to poorer people than many who to-day are 
content to rent subsidised local authority houses. The 
statement, “Many if not most of these houses would 
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- not have stood too close a scrutiny on the part of 


those who expected a high qualifying standard” is a 


_ prejudiced view, grossly over-stated. 


The facts brought out by the Housing Return and the 
recent Report of the Committee of Inquiry into House- 
building Costs are that a disappointingly small number 
of houses has been built since 1945 and that costs have 
greatly increased and are increasing. As this has been 
during a period of Government-imposed controls, 
should we not now consider what useful purpose if any, 
these controls are serving? Human energy does not 
operate effectively except when men are free. True 
freedom always recognises the right to freedom on the 
part.of others. It does not mean licence and it cannot 
be separated from responsibility. Enlightened self- 
interest will always impose any necessary restraints 
voluntarily. Legal restraints may be necessary in curb- 
ing activities that are definitely criminal, but they are 
inadequate to curb questionable practices which cannot 
be sharply defined as criminal. Laws or departmental 
regulations can never be an adequate substitute for 
moral restraint based upon enlightened self-interest. 
The crowding of the Statute Book with unnecessary 
control legislation (and, what is equally bad, the crea- 
tion of countless controls by Ministerial Orders and de- 
partmental activity) does more harm than good. It 
takes the emphasis off personal responsibility, it in- 
creases red tape, it weakens respect for really necessary 
laws and it adds to the numbers of officers required 
for administration and enforcement, thereby taking 
people off productive work. 

sie gprrcenen in the house-building industry a very 
good example of the desire to induce better building 
standards by self-discipline exists in the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council. If and when private 
enterprise is “ given its head,” it is to be hoped that 
the Certification Scheme operated by the Council will 
be fully supported by the industry. The inducement of 
— standards through this agency is certainly worth 
a trial. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The South Bank. Brewery and Tower. 
[HE scheme for the redevelopment of 

the south bank of the Thames be- 
tween County Hall, Waterloo Bridge, the 
river and York-road—the subject of an 
article on page 467—involves the im- 
mediate clearance of some thirty acres of 
ground, largely covered by bombed, de- 
crepit and derelict property, much of it 
dating from the early years of the nine- 
teenth century. Lovers of old London 
will be sorry to see it all go, particularly 
the Lion Brewery, which was built in 
1836 from the designs of Francis Edwards, 
a pupil of Soane. The dignified stucco 
Classic river facade, crowned by an 
enormous lion rampant, seemed to have 
become a permanent feature amid the 
picturesque squalor of the “Surrey 
Side.” The building, however, had been 
a mere shell since it was bombed. 

We are glad that the Shot Tower has 
not been finally condemned, but is to be 
retained at the express wish of the com- 
mittee responsible for the 1951 Exhibition. 
which is to be held on this site. A good 
case could be made out for the permanent 
preservation of this tower, not only as a 
fine work of architecture but as a national 
monument; for here was made a great 
part of the shot used at Waterloo. The 
architect was D. R. Roper, better known 
as the designer of St. Mark’s, Kennington, 
and Grove Chapel, Camberwell-grove. 
If, as we hope, it is found possible to pre- 
serve the tower without detriment to the 
new development plan, then it might well 
be made to earn its keep by a small 
charge for the privilege of ascending its 
Spiral stairway to view the London pan- 
orama from the balcony that runs around 
the top. The tower is 140 ft. high. 


‘Queen’s Hall to be Rebuilt. 


QUEEN’S HALL, London’s best-known 
concert hall until burnt out in the war, is 
to be rebuilt. The building will occupy 
the site of the old hall in Langham-place, 
and also that of St. George’s Hall next 
door, Messrs. Chappells, the concert agents 
and music publishers, having concluded a 
satisfactory arrangement as to the lease 
with the Commissioners for Crown Lands. 

Plans for the new building have been 
prepared by Mr. Joseph Emberton, 
F.R.LB.A., 121, Chiltern-court, N.W.1, 
and provide for a hall seating just on 
4,000. There will be a garage below the 
hall accommodating 100 cars. Plans will 
be submitted to the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission for approval, and it is hoped to 
have the building ready by the end of 
ose in time for the Festival of Britain, 


Permanence in Building. 

A CERTAIN coastal town which was 
visited often by the Nazi air force has 
been reduced from a charming centre of 
living to a somewhat derelict assortment 
of streets, shops and houses. Memories 
of the past in terms of bricks and mortar 
are usually fairly short, but in the Town 
Council’s publication of a booklet showing 
this town as it was and as it is to-day we 
realise that if the lost scene was not par- 
ticularly beautiful, at least it was well 
integrated in a period fashion. How will 
the new town look when it does at last 
rise from the ruins? Will the materials 
used have the same quality of permanence 
so clearly marked in Victorian and 
Edwardian architectures? Or if the 
policy followed is not to be one of per- 
manence will the new buildings be con- 
structed so that they do not rapidly 
deteriorate? ame) 

Much has been said against the building 

/ 
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of fifty to a hundred years ago, but, on 
the whole, it has managed to stand the 
test of time. We only hope that when 
rebuilding starts again in full flood these 
qualities of permanence and sound 
building will be invested in all new work. 
Great architecture is designed to last. 


Italian Architecture in the Cinema. 

THe Italian film “Paisa” (Academy 
Cinema), which consists of a series of 
episodes in the Italian campaign of the 
last war, shows a wealth of Italian archi- 
tecture. Naples, Rome and Florence are 
all seen in fine exterior shots. The scenes 
of war being waged in the heart of 
Florence are very moving, as are’ the 
views of the Colosseum in Rome on a 
very wet day as a bedraggled party of 
American soldiers are driven away from 
the city. “ Paisa” will seem all the more 
tragic to the architect because it presents 
a particularly ‘destructive phase of the 
war against a background of magnificent 
architecture. 


Corbusier at Marseilles. 

CORBUSIER is busy at Marseilles, ac- 
cording to the News Chronicle architec- 
tural correspondent, with the erection of 
a giant building, half-a-mile long and 17 
storeys high, in which it is proposed to 
house, under one roof, 3,000 people. 
Interesting as are the technical problems, 
the real point, many will feel, is whether 
the scheme is really a social advance, and 
whether man the individual will have 
much chance of survival in this beehive. 
The question is: How far is an architect 
at liberty to conduct such experiments in 
living? 


Bristol Society’s Journal. 

Tue Bristol Society of Architects, due 
to celebrate its centenary next year, is 
one of the oldest of the provincial 
societies allied to the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. Since 1850 the i 
has devoted much time and attention to 
furthering interest in architecture and we 
welcome the latest effort in this direction 
—the first number of the Bristol Society’s 
quarterly Journal. Admirably produced, 
this publication contains a number 
articles and illustrations of more than local 
interest and admirably fulfils the require- 
ments ey BF by Mr. W. G. Newton, 
M.C., M.A., F.R.LB.A., President of the 
Wessex Society, who, in a message to the 
Editor of the Journal, writes: “.. . any 
such organ of discussion and 
grows in importance as the ranks of archi- 
tecture become more official. . . . 
free-lances grow fewer and less vocal and 
the volume of independent opinion dimin- 
ishes, it will be all the more necessary 
to encourage and keep alive a critical and 
inquiring spirit.” 

tails are given of the work of the 
Bristol Joint Consultative Board, set up 
in 1928 by the B.S.A. and the Bristol Asso- 
ciation of Building Trades Employers to 
discuss and reach mutual agreement upon 
questions affecting good relations in the 
building trade, and a further section deals 
with the Bristol Society of Architects and 
its activities. 

The hon. editor, Mr. E. Freeth, 
A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dip., and his assistants, 
Mr. Patrick H. Barry, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Cecil R. Nurse, A.R.I.B.A., may well be 

roud of their first endeavour, and we 
ook forward to seeing subsequent 
editions. 

Housing Trust Achievements. 

By March 31 the Northern Ireland 

Housing Trust (which has just issued its 


third annual report) had completed 1,128 
houses. According to a brief statement 
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recently issued by the Trust, 689 houses 
have been built in the five months since 


report for the year e : 
— out that early in May, 1947, it 

me clear that the situation which had 
arisen in Great Britain of too many 
houses having been started for the amount 
of materials available was arising in Nor- 
thern Ireland, and cement crisis 
brought this to a head. After consulta- 
tions the Trust decided to issue no new 
house contracts for a year. In a refer- 
ence to costs and rents, the report points 
out that Trust houses are built for fami- 
lies to whom a vital consideration is rent, 
which depends entirely on cost. Costs 
continued to rise during the year and were 
a constant anxiety. Early in the year 
the Trust came to the conclusion that 
drastic steps were necessary to meet ris- 
ing costs, and as soon as the Ministry 
had cs ng the modified standards put 
forward the architects began to design 
a series of new urban houses of 800 
square feet and with a bathroom down- 
stairs. It was clear that supplies would 
continue to be difficult. Plumbing 
goods were in short supply, and but for 
the number of houses the Trust was build- 
ing by non-conventional methods the 
supply of bricks would have proved 
inadequate. 

The Trust’s earlier economies were able 
to offset the increase in building costs 
during the year, but the advance in in- 
terest from two and a half to three per 
cent. when capitalised was equivalent to 
adding £150 to the cost of the house. 
Even the latest economies have not been 
able to cover this, and either rents must 
rise or the costs of building be reduced. 
For all public building, where rent is a 
vital factor, the situation is serious. 


Students’ Planning Group. 

A STUDENTS’ group has been formed 
under the auspices of the Town and 
Country Planning Association in order 
to give students a common meeting ground 
for discussion on matters relating to town 
and country Lagann, The Group is 
planning a series of ures and discus- 
sions during the winter. The first lecture 
on October 19, was given by Sir George 
Pepler, C.B., P.P.T.P.1., President of the 
International Federation for Housing and 
Town Planning. He has been 
eorerins a Development Plan for the 

orth-East of England. It is hoped that 
this Group will not only appeal to town 
plarning students but to students of archi- 
tecture, engineering, surveying, etc. It can 
only succeed by the enthusiastic co-opera- 
tion of all students. 


Scottish C ; 

Tue Rt. Hon. Arthur Woodburn, M.P., 
Secretary of State for Scotland, has 
appointed Councillor Thomas Paterson, of 
Ayr, as chairman, and Mrs. J. R, Lang, 
M.B., gre - rm tg as —— ir- 
man, of the Scott ousing Advisory 
Committee. The following new members 
have been appointed to fill vacancies in 
the committee: Mr. J. G. Bothwell, 
Scottish secretary, Railway Clerks’ Asso- 
ciation; Councillor E. Daly, chairman, 
Housing Committee, Lanark 
Council; Dr. Stuart I. A. Laidlaw, B.Sc., 
M.D., D.Ph., B.L., 
Officer of Health, G - Mr, W. 
Maltman, Town Clerk, Alloa; Mr. F. W. 
Walker,..Chairman, Housing Committee, 
Inverness County Council. 


Technical and Scientific Register. 

THE Ministry of Labour and National 
Service has issued a revised leaflet ex- 
plaining the scope and functions of its 
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Technical and Scientific Register, which 
is a national register of qualified scien- 
tists and technologists, and offers a free 
and confidential service from its office at 
York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


Reprint of History of Architecture. 

Messrs. B. T. Batsrorp, Ltp., 15, 
North Audley-street, W.1, announce the 
early publication of a new revised edition 
(the 14th) of Sir Banister Fletcher’s “A 
History of Architecture on the Compara- 
tive Method.” The publication of this 
edition will complete the sale of 100,000 
copies of this unique book—a sign of 
the great interest now shown in archi- 
tecture. 


Behind the Scenes at London Airport. 


A SMALL book on London Airport has 
been produced by the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation and the Central Office of Infor- 
mation and published by H.M?® Station- 
ery Office at Is. The construction of 
London Airport is one of the most im- 
portant feats of engineering yet under- 
taken in this country and the present 
booklet tells the story of how the air- 
field has been planned to become one of 
the largest and most up-to-date air- 
ports in the world. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Lesvie H. Kemp, M.R.ALC., 
F.R.I.B.A., has opened an office at 453a, 
Eglinton-avenue West, Toronto, 12, 
Canada. 


MESSRS, ROBINSON AND ROODs, quan- 
tity surveyors, announce that on and after 
October 25 their address will be 27, Old 
Gloucester-street, Queen-square, W.C.1 
(tel.: Holborn 6036). They will be pleased 
to receive catalogues and price lists. 


Following the death of Mr. T. 
Sumner-Smith, F.R.1.C.S., on October 6, 
the practice will be carried on by Mr. 
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W. J. F. Tutyarp and Mr. E. RENNIE, 
AA.R.LC.S., at Clifton Lodge, Park- 
crescent, Manchester, and at 28, 
Wigmore-street, London, W.!. 


Mr. Harotp Rose, B.Sc., A.R.LC., 
A.M.LChem.E., has relinquished his posts 
with Uni-Seco, Ltd., and Associated Com- 
panies, and is practising as an indepen- 
dent consultant at 7, Stone Buildings, 
Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2 (tel.: Chancery 
7839). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, October 21, 1848. 


MisHaPs WitH Contract Works.— 
That terrible antagonist to railway con- 
tract works, the rain, appears to be 
playing havoc amongst viaducts and 
arches, as if, in place of having the con- 
stitution of a brick, their framework 
were that of a fine lady, whose frail 
organism would be likely to be injured 
even by the evening dews, far less be 
capable of withstanding the under- 
mining inroads of the rain. Now that the 
tender mercies of summer have de- 
parted, we begin to renew our almost 
weekly record of “unfortunate acci- 
dents "—-unfortunate, indeed, for every- 
thing seems to be dependent on chance, 
and nothing on foresight or design. The 
fatalities, too, have begun upon the 
wholesale system: one arch follows the 
example of another, and all come 
tumbling down by the dozen, just, as we 
have said, like recruits in the tumble- 
down rank and file of “Prussian 
Exercise.” 

a ee this time hardly had a jury recorded 

its opinion of the insufficiency of the 
foundations of the Rother viaduct before there 
was reported the “ utter prostration ” of four of 
the arches of the North Rode viaduct over the 
River Dane, on the North Stafford line. More- 
over, there was recorded ‘doubt as to the 
stability of the other seventeen” arches consti- 
tuting the viaduct. There was also announced 
“the fall of one of the arches of the viaduct 
at Sheffield, on the Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire line.” 
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COMING EVENTS 


Friday, October 22. 

HARLOW DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.- 
Exhibition of New Town Development 
proposals. Opening by the Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Silkin, Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-pl., W.1, 
The exhibition, open to the public on October 
23, continues until October 30. 10 a.m. to 


5 p.m. 
Monday, October 25. 
FEDERATION OF MASTER’  BUILDERS.— 
Luncheon and half-yearly meeting. Speaker, 
Lt.-Col. E. M. King, M.P., Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen-street, W.C.2, 


Tuesday, October 26. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS.— 
**Recent' Developments in the Precasting and 
Prestressing of Concrete,” by Mr. L. W. Elliott, 
A.M.LC.E. (Architectural Science Board 
Lecture). 66 Portland-pl., W.1. 6 p.m. 

THe Housinc CeEntre.—** The Housing 
Work of the Borough of Mitcham,” by Mr. R. 
Schofield. 13, Suffolk-street,S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 


Wednesday, October 27. 

PLANNING ForuM.—*‘ The Kinsey Report,’’ 
by Dr. David Mace, M.A., Dr. Fred Grundy, 
M.D., and Rev. J. Leycester King, F. J. 
Planning Centre Hall, 28, King-street, W.C.2. 
6.15 p.m. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— 
A.G.M. Address by Mr. R. E. Enthoven, 
F.R.I.B.A. 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
7.45 p.m. 

FACULTY OF ROYAL DESIGNERS FOR 
INDustry.—“ Design at Work” Exhibition. 
Burlington Hause, W. 10 a.m. (Open until 
November 28.) 

THE REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.— 
** Concrete Control,” by Dr. L. J. Murdock, 
Ph.D., Sc. The Reynolds Hall, College 
of Technology, Manchester 1. 6.30 p.m. 


Thursday, October 28. 
SouTH EASTERN SociETY OF ARCHITECTS.— 
Prizegiving and criticisms of Students’ work, 
y Mr. S. Rowland Pierce, F.R.I.B.A. 66, 
Portiand-pl., W.1. 3 p.m. 
Friday, October 29. 
ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.— 
“Town Planning and the Citizen,” by Mr. 
Max Lock, A.R.I.B.A. Municipal College. 
Portsmouth. 7.30 p.m. 


1 p.m. 


—— 
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THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 1951 
Plan to Utilise the South Bank 


On THuRsDAY of last week, announcements were made by the London 
County Council and by the Director-General of the Festival of Britain, 1951 
which have a bearing on the immediate future of the South Bank of ‘the 
Thames. The Council is to clear the whole area between the County Hall, 
Waterloo Bridge, the river and York Road; to extend the river wall; to 
improve Belvedere-road, and to erect a Concert Hall near Hungerford 
Bridge. The whole work is to be completed by June, 1951, so that the site 
can accommodate the Festival of Britain, to be held from June to Septem- 
ber of that year. The Shot Tower is to remain “for the present.” The cost 
of the preparatory work is estimated at £2m. This includes the erection of 
the Concert Hall which, when the Exhibition is over, will takes its part in the 
redevelopment of the area as a cultural centre. Part of the site has been 
leased to the Government for use as a “ new Whitehall” to accommodate 


ultimately 10,000 civil servants. 


The L.C.C.’s Plans. 


(THE London County Council, at the 
Government’s request, is to make the 
whole area between County Hall and 
Waterloo Bridge, running from the river 
back to York-road, apace | to some 
30 acres, available to house the central 
exhibition of the Festival of 1951. The 
area affected is shown on the accom- 
panying site plan, and the work will 
involve (apart from the clearance of the 
site) the following: ‘eee 

(a) Extension of the river wall. This 
will extend from the County Hall to the 
downstream side of Waterloo Bridge. It 
will be somewhat similar in appearance 
to the existing wall in front of County 
Hall, and will be constructed in mass 
concrete faced with granite. Approxi- 
mately 1,700 ft. in length, the wall will 
encroach into the river an average 
distance of 110 ft., and the space between 
the wall and the — wharves will 
be filled. This space will ultimately be 
laid out as public gardens, giving an 
additional 44 acres. About 120,000 cu. 
yards of consolidated filling will be 
required. It is planned to begin the con- 
struction of the wall early in 1949 and 
to complete it at the end of 1950. 

(b) Erection of a new Concert Hall. 
Details of this hall are not yet available 
but it will be sited immediately to the 
north-east of Hungerford Bridge, and is 
planned to be ready for the Festival. The 
cost is estimated at £14m. Plans will be 
prepared bg the Architect to the Council, 
Mr. R. H. Matthew, A.R.LB.A. Pre- 
liminary work such as the — < 
trial holes on the site has already n 
authorised. Additional architectural staff 
has also been engaged. 

(c) Improvement of Belvedere-road. 
The sum of £75,000 has been authorised 
for this work. 

The site consists for the most part of 
ot ee been Beare oma much 
of whic been y ‘ 
Such inhabitants as remain will be offered 
alternative a ion and th 


ti 
owners of other copeny will. be com- 
pensated and a offered, wherever 


_ possible, alternative accommodation. The 


Shot Tower, still used for its original 
purpose, is to be retained for the present. 
Work of demolition has already begun. 
Thus, as the General Purposes Committee 
of the Ceuncil state in their report to the 
Council, “ with dramatic suddenness this 
major improvement in the amenities of 
the capt. long one of the Council’s 
most cherished aims, is within reach of 


realisation.” The Government has under- 
taken to do all in its power to make the 
necessary labour and materials available. 


Plans for the Festival. 


In December last the Lord President 
of the Council told the House of Com- 
mons that the Government had decided 


to mark the centenary of the Great 
Exhibition of 1851 by a Festival of 
Britain in 1951. In April the Council, of 
which Lord Ismay is chairman. was set 
up and Mr. Gerald Barry appointed 
Director-General of an executive com- 
mittee. 
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imaginative picture’ of British achievement 


and of its contributions to the thought 
and action of the world. Concentration 
will be on quality instead of quantity.” 
The Council of Industrial Design will 
primarily be responsible for the selection 
of the con ry industrial exhibits. 
A central record is to be made available 
of current British industrial design, in the 
—_ of a pictorial card-index, from 
which i 
about British industrial design will be 
answered, 

The Design of the Exhibition. 

The overall planning of the Exhibition 
on the South Bank will be in the hands of 
a Presentation Panel. Members are: 
Mr. Mischa Black, Mr. H Casson, 
A.R.LB.A., Mr. Tan Cox, r, James 
Gardner, Mr. James Holland, Mr. 
Dudley Rydet and Mr. Ralph Tubbs, 
A.R.LB.A., with Mr. Cecil Cooke 
(Director of Exhibitions, C.O.1.), Chair- 
man. This panel will not exclusively 
desi the Exhibition in detail; the 
services of many designers will be sought 
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THE SOUTH BANK. The stippled portion shows that part of the area 


is to be cleared immediately by the London 
Afterwards the site is to become a “cultural area,” in which 


1951 Exhibition. 


County Council in readiness for the 


the proposed permanent Concert Hall will take its place. 


Mr. Barry, speaking at a Press con- 
ference on October 14, outlined the 
Festival programme. There will, he said, 
be three main categories of activity; (a 
those events centrally cngualeed i and 
financed by the Festival Organisation or 
its constituent bodies; (b) events organised 
by other interests which, if they reflect 
the Festival theme and reach the required 
standard, ap ins ly of = eage 

rogramme and may assis 
Festival authorities; and (c) eatireit 
unofficial events which it is hoped will 
be organised all over the country by 
the innumerable societies and local 
authorities which form so essential a 
part of British life. . 
Architectural interest will rest 
rimarily upon the plans for the 
hibition, to be sited on the th 
Bank. It has been made clear that the 
Exhibition is not intended to be a trade 
fair. It will tell the story of British life, 
as has been evolved out of the people 
we are and the land we live in—in work, 
in play, in discovery, invention and 
design. As Mr. Barry has said: “The 
Exhibition will present a coherent and 


and it is possible that competitions will 
Se ee 
work. 


The housing of the Exhibition presents 
a com problem, : y in view of 
the Government’s inability to permit the 
erection. of permarient “buildings for 
Exhibition purposes. Even temporary 
rigid structures would, it is felt, call for 
considerable quantities of materials to 
the possible i } 
other urgent work, Such a project has, 
therefore, been abandoned, and it is 
proposed to house the Exhibition in 
lemposaey structures of a new kind, 
using fabrics. Research now proceeding 
has led the Presentation Panel to the 


An Architectural Display. 

In addition to the central Exhibition, 
it is proposed to stage a special Archi- 
sectaral Exhibition, with the help of a 





uiries from home and abroad . 
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Drawn by J. Holland. 
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FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 1951. Another artist’s impression of the South Bank, showing the site of the 


Council of architects, town planners and 
building researchers that has been set up. 
This exhibition will be “live” in the 
sense that it will take the form of full- 
size buildings representing a cross-section 
of a residential neighbourhood containing 
houses, flats, shops, community centre, 
nursery schools, street furniture, open 
spaces, light industry and possibly a 
church and a pub. The site of this dis- 
play has not yet been finally agreed, but 
it will be chosen from among the re- 
development areas scheduled in the 
County of London Plan. At the close of 
the Exhibition, these demonstration 
buildings will be handed over for normal 
and permanent occupation. 


Use of the River. 

The river will be used to the maximum. 
Special landing stages will be constructed 
in the river wall, and launches will bring 
many of the visitors to the Exhibition 
and take them on tours of the river. 
Open-air restaurants are planned. on the 
Middlesex bank as well as the Exhibition 
area. Much use will.be made of colour, 
fountains, floodlighting and fireworks. 
Access to the site is given by three 
bridges, Westminster, Hungerford and 
Waterloo, while the Bakerloo. Northern 
and Bank tube railways serve the area, in 
addition to the main line at Waterloo. 


Festivals Elsewhere. 


The Festival Council proposes to 
ew festivals of the arts elsewhere. 

ities which are taking part are Bath, 
Brighton, Canterbury, Cheltenham, Edin- 
burgh, Stratford-on-Avon and Worcester. 
Special festivals will be held in 1951 at 
Bournemouth, Liverpool, Norwich and 
York. A travelling exhibition is planned 


central exhibition. 


to visit centres not included in the 
regional arts festivals. This travelling 
exhibition will be in effect, a microcosm 
of the main Exhibition. The Festival 
organisation will work ‘closely with the 
organisers of B.LF. which will in every 
way be complementary to the Festival 
Exhibition. 

In the field of arts, it is proposed to 
commission a number of works of art 
of different types for performance or 
display in London and elsewhere. There 
will be provision very possibly for 
amusement, in the form of fairs, but 
these will definitely not form part of the 
Exhibition area. 


THE DEATH WATCH 
BEETLE IN FRANCE 
By a Special Correspondent. 
Since the war, those responsible for 


‘many of our ancient buildings in this 


country, including our cathedrals and 
charches, have been waging war against 
the death watch beetle. Most British 
architects are now fully alive to the 
necessity for carefully examining old 
timbers, replacing those infected and 
applying a scientific system of treatment 
to stop further infection. 

A friend with thirty years’ experience 
of the ravages of the death watch beetle 
in this country tells me of the deplorable 
state of things in France. He recently 
visited the historic chateaux on the 
Loire, buildings in Tours, the Cathedral 
at Chartres, and on his way home 
motored through Normandy, stopping at 
Rouen and other towns famous for old 
— of unique architectural interest. 
He told me that he doubts whether many 


of these buildings will be standing in 


another hundred years. Many seem to 
have become the happy breeding grounds 
of death watch beetles by the million. 
Timbers outwardly strong are, in his 
view, honeycombed and may crash down 
at any minute. Little attention seems to 
be given to the proper preservation of 
either the stonework or the timber of 
many famous and historic buildings in 
northern France. 

My friend was able to inspect those 
French buildings which he visited and he 
found that, with a few exceptions, those 
responsible were not giving any serious 
attention to the problem. Towers built 
in the Middle Ages were full of cracks 
and nothing had been done to strengthen 
the supports. The woodwork which he 
personally examined was in almost every 
case becoming a mere husk. 

The situation has, of course, been 
aggravated in France by the bombing, 
which in many cases allowed the wet to 
seep through roofs. Except in isolated 
cases, however, the French do not yet 
seem to be alive to the possibility of 
losing many of their treasures within a 
comparatively short span of years. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Layout for Amusement Centre, Southport. 


Southport Publicity and Attractions 
Committee is to organise a competition 
for plans for a revised layout of South- 
port “ Pleasureland.” Premiums of £250, 
£100 and £75 will be offered, and the 
closing date is given as November 30 
next. The intention is to enable the 
Committee to carry out interim sectional 
development and to embody the winning 
design in a long-term plan for re- 
modelling “ Pleasureland,” 
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COUNTY OF LONDON -PLAN 


DISCUSSION ON THE 


AT their headquarters, King-street, 
the Town and Country Planning Associ- 
ation held a discussion under the heading, 
“What has happened “to the County of 
London Plan?” Chief ers were Mr. 
Charles Dalton, special development 
officer, Welwyn Garden City; Alderman 
J. E. MacColl, Mayor of Paddingt ington; and 
Mr. A. S. Ling, chief planning officer to 
the L.C.C. 

Mr. DatTon’s remarks consisted chiefly 
of an indictment of the authorities con- 
cerned because, he alleged, nothing had 
been done to implement the Plan since it 
was published—in fact, much had been 
allowed to happen in Greater London 
which would make the Plan more difficult 
to implement than it would have been a 
year or two ago. Mr. MacCoLt’s main 
point was that a new body with over- 
riding powers in respect to the planning 
of Greater London and the Abercrombie 
Plan was necessary. Mr. Lina defended 
the L.C.C. against allegations that that 
authority had been inactive with regard 
to the Plan, and sought to impress upon 
the audience that nothing effective or per- 
manent could be done about the Plan until 
there was an economic plan for the whole 
country and the planning authorities 
knew where they would stand in relation 
to the cost of carrying out their plans and 
the proportion which would have to be 
borne by the rates. Mr. Ling thought 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, should have contained a clause re- 
quiring the Government to make its own 
plan for the whole country. 


Mr. Dalton’s Views. ° 

After quoting from a statement made 
by Mr. Silkin in June of last year which 
set: forth several desirable objectives 
which should be in the minds of those 
who wished to replan Greater London, 
Mr. DALTON pointed out that none of 
them had been attained, in fact we were 
further away than ever from reaching 
them. The Plan, he reminded the meet- 
ing, first appeared four years ago and he 
claimed it was not unreasonable to expect 
that some consideraile action would have 
been taken by now. He did not suppose 
for a moment that Government policy on 
Greater London had changed. Mr. 
Herbert Morrison had reaffirmed it quite 
strongly at the Howard Memorial dinner. 
It seemed that the eventual millennium 
was merely postponed but we were faced 
with very difficult and immediate prob- 
lems, because in planning one must either 
go forward or go backwards. Most 
planners were afraid that since the war we 
had gone backwards to such an extent as 
to imperil the whole prospects of putting 
the Abercrombie Plan into effect. 

“We now need a crusade to make the 
people aware of the position that has been 
reached,” said Mr. Dalton, “ because if 
you measure it by bricks and mortar 
things are going very badly indeed.” 
Quoting from the Registrar-General’s re- 
turns, Mr. Dalton said that in thelast two 
years the population of Greater London 
had increased by 72,000 each quarter. 
That meant that three complete new 
Stevenages or Hemel Hempsteads would 
have to be built each year in order to 
cope with the expansion of London’s 
population. 


There were 26 constituent authorities in poss 


the County of Middlesex whose target 
populations were fixed in the memoran- 
dum on the Clement Davies Report. Of 


Covent Garden,.on October 14, 


PRESENT POSITION 


those, 23 had exceeded their population, 
some by as much as 35 per cent. With 
regard to empjoyment, Mr. Dalton took 
statistics of insured workers in the Metro- 
politan area (no others were available) 
which showed that last nearly 
250,000 more insured workers had moved 
into the area as compared with 1946. 
Actual industries were springing up in 
enormous numbers. In an interview with 
the Manchester Guardian recently the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
said that London industry was not going 
to be increased more than 10 per cent. 
Planners all knew that the need was not 
merely not to increase it but to reduce it 
as far as opportunity offered, said Mr. 
Dalton. That remark of the Ministry 
proved that there had been a move in the 
wrong direction as far as the Ministry was 
concerned. Another fact which pointed 


to the state of affairs which was develop- i 


ing in Greater London was the number 
of passengers who used London Trans- 
port. The last figure was 12,400,000 in 
the year, a million more than in the pre- 
vious year. 

In housing the position was just a little 
better. A year ago only 12 per cent. of 
new houses had been erected within the 
Green Belt, to-day the figure had gone up 
to 15 per cent. The problem of industrial 
siting in relation to housing could not be 
cured merely by reducing the number of 
houses. In the papers the previous day 
he had read of districts where new houses 
were empty in appreciable numbers be- 
cause of unemployment, or change of 
employment, whereas it was well known 
that any kind of housing accommodation 
could be let in London because the de- 
mand for labour was so great. ‘The 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
had said: “ New firms will not be en- 
couraged to go into London or existing 
firms to extend.” But the very opposite 
was now taking place. Firms were ex- 
tending on a considerable scale. The 
whole trend was towards the greater in- 
dustrialisation of London. Apparently 
any industry which could put up a strong 
enough case for expansion for the export 
market stood a very good chance of being 
permitted to extend in the London Region. 
The result would be that we should bridge 
the export and import gap at the cost of 
completely filling London with bricks and 
mortar. 


Mr. MacColl’s Views. 

“I presume something is being done at 
County Hall about the Plan,” said Mr. 
MACCOLL in opening his remarks, “ but, 
considering we are living in a democratic 
community, it is strange that nobody has 
been consulted at all since 1944. Any 
decisions which are being taken seem to 
be taken behind closed doors, without any 
consultation with the other interests con- 
cerned. That seems to show a deplorable 
slackening of the tempo of democratic 
planning. Some day the scheme is going 
to be handed down to us as something 
which we must accept.” : 

Illustrating the position from the point 
of view of the Borough of Paddington, 
Mr. MacColl said that according to the 
Abercrombie Plan the population of that 
borough was supposed to be 
130,000. It seemed to those who knew 
the borough that that figure was not 
ible on the basis of the densities 
allowed them. His guess would be some- 
where around 90,000. In 1945 their 
population was 100,000. To-day it was 


about. 


not practical politics at the present time. 

On the mibiocd of location of industry 
Mr. MacColl said there was 
room for disagreement between the new 
towns and the Board of Trade. If one 


with, on the whole, the scrapping of the 
Greater London Plan in a good deal of 
its essential features and the ion 
of a rather quickly improvised substitute 
which would not be based on very serious 
research, and not the result of any inter- 
change of ideas between the various 
bodies interested in the Plan. 
Mr. Ling’s Views. 

Mr. Linc denied that the L.C.C. was in 
a position of defence in re to the 
carrying out of the Plan. “I have seen 
the inside working of the L.C.C. for many 
years,” he said, “ and believe me, they are 
on the attack all the time and if they do 
not do the right thing there are reasons 
why they cannot do it.” -It was true, he 
added, that we were going backwards. 
The Plan advocated decentralisation but, 
in fact, a process of centralisation was 
going on. One principle of the Plan was 
to decentralise into the new towns and 


- have a green belt in between them and 


London. But we were building in the 
Green Belt. Of the housing in Greater 
— 23 per cent. was in the Green 


t. 

He thought the first thing needed was 
something of the nature of a National 
Planning Board, something more effective 
than the Plowden Committee, which was 
a body for restriction rather than plan- 
ning. While planning authorities’ develop- 
ment plans were being prepared during 
the next three years there would be an 
increasing demand for a national plan 
from the Government. It was no use local 
authorities putting down proposals to be 
carried out in the next five years if there 
was no reasonable chance of their being 
put into effect. They did not know what 
proportion of the national budget was to 
be allocated to them for their planning 
proposals. 

Discussion. — 

A speaker in the discussion who said 
he was an officer of the L.C.C. contended 
that the “23 per cent. of housing which 
Mr. Ling had mentioned was not all 
carried out in the Green Belt. Some of 
it was in the Green Belt ring, which was 
rather different. 

Mr. Datton said that obviously the 
L.C.C. was not to blame for all the lack 
of action to which attention had been 
drawn. We to go a little bit 
further back and see what was the condi- 
tion of affairs fundamentally which was 
leading to this vast conglomeration of 
people and industry in a quite unsuitable 
area. 
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A night view, showing the eastern (Beatty) fountain. Below: Layout. 


THE JELLICOE AND BEATTY MEMORIALS YESTERDAY, Trafalgar Day, the 


Duke of Gloucester declared open 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE the memorial fountains in Trafalgar- 


square to Admiral§ of the Fleet Lord 


THE LATE SIR EDWIN LUTYENS, ARCHITECT Jellicoé and Lord Beatty. The original 


CHARLES WHEELER, R.A.. AND WILLIAM McMILLAN, R.A., of the lace Sic Edwin teen oe 
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basins for the fountains in Portland 
stone, features of the fountains to be 
busts of the two Admirals and bronze 
decorative groups for the outer basins. 
The sculptures are the work of Mr. 
Charles Wheeler, R.A., and Mr. Wil- 
liam McMillan, R.A. Work on the 
scheme was suspended at the beginning 
of the war; when it was resumed last 
year an alteration was made in the 
original scheme, by which the portrait 
busts have been placed along the north 
terrace wall, 


The origi outer basin walls of 
the fountains, dating from 1845, have 
been retained unaltered. Each is 
95 ft. wide. The new central feature 
in each consists of two superimposed 
circular basins in Portland stone on a 
hexagonal base of granite 19 ft. in 
diameter. In the yr ggemeen basin are 
the principal jets, centre one cap- 
able of throwing to a height of 80 ft., 
and surrounded by six smaller jets. In 
the main outer basins are set the 
bronze grou modelled by Mr. 
Wheeler (Jellicoe fountain) and Mr. 
McMillan (Beatty). Jets from these 
play towards the central basin while 
misting sprays from the dolphins’ 
heads keep the bronze surfaces glisten- 
ing. The bottom of the outer basins 
= been replaced with blue glazed 
tiles. 


The filtration plant and three elec- 
trically driven pumps are housed in a 
reinforced concrete chamber 50 ft. by 
15 ft. 6 in. under the pavement of the 
Square. The fountains are equipped 
for flood lighting in a possible range 
of four colours, with colour-changing 
mechanism. The Square as a whole 
will also be equipped for floodlighting. 
The whole of the works have been 
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Elevation of one of the fountains. 


carried out by the Ministry of Works, 
the architect-in-charge being Mr. W. 
Kendall. 

The general contractors have been 
Messrs. Holloway Bros. Ltd, at 
whose Nine Elms masonry works the 


pany and Mr. A. B. Burton. a 
tions were cut in granite by Mr. W. H. 
Sharpington. =r 
Sub-contractors agp a work 
included: Fennings Co., granite 
masonry; Carter and Co. (London) 


A statuary group, by William McMillan, R.A., on the Beatty fountain. 


Portland stone was prepared. Messrs. 
Hadens, Ltd., carried out the pumping 
and water mains work and the Berke- 
ley Electrical Engineering, Co., Ltd., 
the assembly of power and lighting 
services. The bronze casting was car- 
ried out by the Morris-Singer Com- 


Ltd., glazed tiling; Kendall's Stone and 
Paving Co., temporary flower bed con- 
structions; Lamson Engineering Co., 
Ltd., ventilation of pumping chamber; 
Szerelmey, Ltd., stone cleaning; High- 
ways Piensmmesion. Ltd., asphalt 
tanking. 
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General view in courtyard, looking south-east. 


FLATS FOR PADDINGTON 


BOROUGH COUNCIL : 


“FLEMING COURT,” ST. MARY’S SQUARE, W.2 


W. E. ROBERTS, B.Sc.(Eng.), BOROUGH ENGINEER. R. A. JENSEN, B.Arch., A.R.LB.A., 
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING. A. R. PRATT, A.R.LB.A., CHIEF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


THE site of this housing scheme, the first to be com- 
pleted since the war by Paddington B.C., was origin- 
ally purchased in May, 1939, for an extension of the Town 
Hall, but was subsequently appropriated to use for housing 
purposes. The scheme was started in 1945 under the 
supervision of the borough engineer, Mr. W. E. Roberts, 
B.Sc.(Eng.), M.Inst.Mun.E., the planning and designing 
being carried out by the architectural staff under the 
chief assistant architect, Mr. A. R. Pratt, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.R.LC.S. In November, 1946, the building contract 
was signed and the Demolition and Construction Co., 
Ltd., of 3, St. James’s-square, S.W.1, were appointed 
general contractors. In the following Spring, the archi- 
tectural staff were transferred to the new housing depart- 
ment and the building has since been under the supervision 
of the Director of Housing, Mr. R. A. Jensen, B.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I. The cost, including the site of 
just over an acre, the demolition of old buildings and 
extra deep foundations to part of the buildings, is approxi- 
mately £122,000. The quantity surveyors were Messrs. 
E. R. Babbs and Sons. net 
The scheme is divided into five blocks, four adjoining 
one another and one standing alone. There are 48 flats, 
comprising 31 four-roomed dwellings averaging 823 sq. 
ft., eight of three rooms averaging 700 sq. ft., eight of two 
rooms averaging 465 sq. ft., and one of one room Of 
360 sq. ft. In addition each flat has kitchen, bath, w.c., 
and in the basement a store room for perambulators, 
bicycles, etc. The construction is of brick load-bearing 
walls, the facings being of a warm honey colour; re- 
inforced hollow block floors and roofs; and reinforced 
concrete columns and spine beams. The equipment 
includes built-in cupboards, dressers and refrigerators. 
Electricity and gas services are laid on so that tenants may 
have the cookers of their choice. Background central 
heating is provided from a central boiler and constant 
hot water is also provided¢entrally. Polished composition 
floors are laid in the living- and bed-rooms. Radio relay 
is available throughout the building. The five staircases 


have cement glazed dadoes for ease of cleaning, and on 
each half landing a hopper-is provided for the tenants to 
empty their refuse into the chutes which discharge into 
containers in the refuse chambers. Three workshops are 
available in the basements and 11 laundry units, com- 
prising gas copper, two wash tubs and gas-heated drying 
cupboard, with slot meters, are provided, eight in a 
separate one-storey block on the north side of the court- 
yard and three on the top of the five-storey block. 

The garden layout is chiefly of turf and flowering shrubs. 
A ring road round the courtyard encloses a grassed area 
crossed by a diagonal footpath, and grass surrounds the 
whole of the buildings with a few plantings of shrubs at 
the various entrances. 

Many difficulties and delays have attended the building 
of the flats, but great efforts have been made by the 
contractors and sub-contractors to overcome the many 
obstacles confronting them and the successful completion 
of the scheme reflects great credit on all concerned. 

The Council has had a scale of rents (including rates), 
which is subject to final adjustment, prepared by the 
borough treasurer. The'scale is: 18s. 9d. for one-room flat; 
24s. 11d. for two-room flat; 30s. 4d. for three-room flat; 
—— F sreagynca flat. 

ts were officially opened by Sir Alexander 
Fleming on October 2 last. : 

_Main sub-contractors were: Leicestershire multi-buff rustic facings, 
Finnis, Ruault and Nicholls; rei concrete and stairs, floors and 
roof and R.C. beams and bollow blocks, Helical Bar and Engineeri 
Highway Construction Co., Lid.; i ‘onal euaaraue 


copper tubing, R. J. Audrey, 3 hot water installation in copper 
Co.,” Lid.: installation, C. H. Pearce and Co., Lid.; 
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View in courtyard, looking south-east. 


Below: 


First-floor plan. 
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WAR MEMORIAL FOR THE ARMY CATERING CORPS, ALDERSHOT 


HENRY TANNER, F.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECTS 


S a worthy memorial to the 761 
known members of the Army 
Catering Corps who lost their lives 
in the late war, it has been decided 
to erect a pavilion and recreation 
hall adjacent to the Training 
Centre at Aldershot. The site 
selected is on high ground over- 
looking the Centre’s playing fields, 
and the building has been designed 
by Messrs. Henry ‘Tanner, 
F.R.LB.A., F.R.LC.S., to be in 
keeping with the Training Centre 
itself. 

The building will serve the dual 
purpose of providing a much- 
needed sports pavilion and recrea- 
tional hall for students at the 
Training Centre and members of 
the Corps. Incorporated in the 
plan beneath the tower is a memo- 
rial shrine wherein will be inscribed 
upon the walls the Roll of 
Honour. In addition to the shrine, 
the building; which is planned on 
one floor, will contain a spacious 
and lofty entrance hall, large 
recreation room with dance floor, 
a lounge, covered terrace, bar, 





kitchen and cloakroom and lava- 


tory accommodation. 


is hoped to commence building 
operations as soon as conditions 


The structural materials will be permit and a licence can be 


brick and reinforced concrete. 
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S/R TO ee ol chair- 
man Building Industry Worki 
Party, addressed members of the ochaioat 
Press on Monday on the work of that body. 
So far, he said, there had been two meetings, 
the gn irste oe a ee 


a be the operations of 
the Mobile Labour force, with particular 
reference to a comparison of the speed and 
cost of that work as compared with normal 


contract building, and the efficiency and 
costs of Direct Labour ts as 
compared with contract ding would 
also be examined. 


Asked whether there would be periodic 
statements as to the progress of the inquiry, 
the chairman said that attention would 
have to be given to this matter. It would 
not be practicable to admit the Press to 
the nor did he think that the 
evidence could be published. 

In reply to a question as to the scope 
of the inquiry—particularly whether in the 
event of the Party coming to the conclusion 
that a radical change was required to 
promote greater efficiency, ¢.g., a return 
to free competition or, it might be, the 
nationalisation of the industry, the Working 
Party would be at liberty to make a recom- 
mendation of such nature+Sir Thomas 
said that any recommendation made would 
be on the facts alone. The efficiency of 
bv industry and not politics would guide 

m. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


Evidence submitted by.............-....+: 

(a) Date of formation of organisation. 

(6) Objects and scope of activities. 

(c) Membership and. area covered by organ- 
isation. 

(d) Number and type of affiliated organisa- 
tions (if any) and membership and area 
covered by each. 

The Building Industry Working Party has 
the following terms of reference :-— 

“To inquire into (a) the organisation 
and efficiency of building operations in 
this country, including those of the specialist 
and sub-contracting trades; (5) the position 
of the professions in relation thereto; 
(c) the arran ents for financing opera- 
tions; and the types of contract in 
general use, and to make recommenda- 
tions.” 


Information is invited on any matters 
within the terms of reference of the Working 
Party, but for convenience the points on 
which information is particularly desired 
have been set out below. It is recognised 
that you may not wish to concern yourself 
with all these points and it is left to you to 
select those with which you are particularly 
concerned and on which you wish and are 
prepared to comment. Your need 
not, of course, be restricted to the question- 
naire; if you wish you may comment on any 

i the above 





BUILDING INDUSTRY WORKING PARTY 


QUESTIONNAIRE ISSUED TO THE INDUSTRY 


terms of 


THE BUILDER 


) The general structure of the building 
industry,  Parucul the place in 
firms, small 


g 


medium sized 
all and one man firms; 

es eS 

elie as regards specialist firms ? 


5 


the industry would 
(a) compulsory, or (6 voluntary registration 
of firms ? 
_ (4) Have you any suggestions for the 
improvement of the practical or technical 
efficiency of firms ? * 
> How could Fhe present bo arena for 
the recruitment training supervisory 
es yg ton ape: ? a ee 
re arrangements for a i 

of craftsmen being effectively carried out 

(7) What views have you to express about :— 

(a) the effect on efficiency of the present 
method of controlling the building 
gramme and the supply of building 
materials, both nationally and regionally 

(6) Steps which might help to produce 
a balanced g programme ? 

(8) What are your views on the following 
points :-— ° 

(a) The adequacy of the existing arrange- 
ments for the provision of drawings, plans, 
Bills of Quantities and contract documents 
and the effect on efficiency of these 
ments ? Could they be improved and if so, 
what suggestions have you to make ? 

(b) The types of contract (including sub- 
contracts) most suitable for large, medium 
and small projects and maintenance work ? 
(9) Is it possible to have more accurate 

estimates and improved methods of progress- 
ing and programming work? If so, what 
suggestions do you make to ensure this ? 

0) (2) Do you consider that contracts 
should be let by competitive tender or other- 
wise? If by competitive tender would you 
suggest any improvement in existing methods ? 
What are your views on the number of firms 
to be invited to tender for contracts of different 


sizes ? 

(6). What classes of work should be sub-let 
or sub-contracted? To what authority do 
you consider that specialist firms should be 
responsible, and should sub-contractors and 
specialists be nominated by the professions or 
selected by the client or the contractor ? : 

(11) What are your views on the separate 
trades contracts as used in Scotland ? 

(12) What are your views on the present 
productivity and relative efficiency of the 
industry as compared with pre-war, or any 
other standard, and what you consider 
to be ~ factors which have most affected 
output . 

(13) Have you any views on the efficacy 
of the various incentive schemes and target 
schemes and to what extent are they now 
operated ? : : 

(14) Is there any evidence that the financin, 
of building operations is a special problem 

(15) What do you think of the standards of 
welfare on sites before the war, during the 
war and now? : 

(16) What are your views on the extent to 
which standardisation and codes of practice are 
effective, and the lines upon which they might 
be developed? Yr nell pee uniformity of 
—— e.g., for authority houses, be 
irable ? 


17) (a) Do you consider that the industry 
faite short in mechanical aids? If so, in 
what fields do you think that further 

mechanisation would be an advantage ? 
(6) Have you any comments on the 
distribution, 


present arra' ts for the di 
sale and hiring of plant ? : 

(c) Are there any factors which in your 
view militate against the of new 
peop oy praca ii or by 
(18) What economies have been achieved 

by~ recent innovations in technique and 
organisation ? 
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ning can be great educators. ‘ 
“France wished to be charming. 
reputation is to be charming. . . . 
the Is were white, the journey- 
men masons paid no attention to being 
charming. They had built and they were 
building structures of the greatest dignity 
in a burst of tension, energy, tenacity, 
and fidelity to a t idea. . . . Algiers, 
the capital of 
colony which is inclined to courageous 
action, is held back by its city councillors 
and is uneasy about being the first to risk 
the adventure of the new times” (pp. 


36-8). 
ia cae Mae 
tu: 0 ’ 
abe te all the 


he says that to accomm«< 
workers of soe re Ainge of — 
buildings "2 skyscra 

suffice.” So that is that !. . S. B. 
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HITE. 
Le Corbusier. Translated by F. E. 
Palen. (Routledge.) Price 15s. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Planning for Daylight. 
To THE Epitror or The Builder. 


Sin,—The letter of Mr. S. L. G. 
Beaufoy, Director of Technical Ser- 
vices of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, appears to convey 
an admission that investigation by the 
Ministry has proved that the minor in- 
consistencies and major defects of the 
daylight indicators, to which I called 
attention in your issue of August 20, 
do exist. If investigation had proved 
otherwise, Mr. Beaufoy would presum- 
ably have commenced by laying particu- 
lar stress on this point and would doubt- 
less have added that I had therefore no 
ground for coming to the conclusion, 
as 1 did, that the whole operation is 
little more than a rule of thumb, wholly 
inappropriate for use in the case of the 
development of valuable sites in urban 
areas, 

Instead, without attempting to mini- 
mise the serious defects of the indica- 
tors, Mr. Beaufoy expresses the view 
that my article has caused some mis- 
apprehension as to the scope and pur- 
pose of the method of one buildings. 
The object, we are told, is to enable 
the Planning Officer to satisfy himself 
that the buildings will be so arranged 
that they will not to an unreasonable 
extent obstruct each other’s daylight or 
that of buildings on neighbouring plots; 
so that when the buildings are designed 
it will be “gegen to secure adequate 
daylight with a normal arrangement of 
windows. This is precisely what the late 
Prof. Sir Charles Reilly and I under- 
stood from the outset, and I have not 
yet met anyone who has been under 
the slightest doubt regarding the inten- 
tion. How I can have caused any mis- 
apprehension regarding such an obvious 


circumstance that has never been at 
issue, and which I have never 
questioned, I do not know. It was 


because I was absolutely convinced that 
the indicators were not capable of 
giving Planning Officers the data essen- 
tial for this precise purpose that I wrote 
the article. Why a Planning Officer 
should be under an obligation to use 
unreliable instruments, when all the time 
better methods of scientific precision 
are already in existence and available for 
use with a minimum amount of labour. 
I do not know. 

At all events, if the Ministry are pre- 
pared to disregard the apparently un- 
disputed inefficiency of the instruments 
they select for use ‘by their Planning 
Officers, it is to be hoped that they will. 
in justice to the public, grant the right 
of appeal. It seems desirable that the 
Ministry should give some information 
on the following points:— 

1. Are indicators regarded as merely 
a means of providing prima facie evi- 
dence of the permissible height of 
buildings or as a final word? 4 

2. Is there to be a right of appeal 
against the Minister’s use of indicators 
provided that the appellant can produce 
evidence based on.a more accurate 
measurement by scientific instruments? 

JOHN. SWARBRICK. 

3, North, King’s Bench Walk. 

Temple, E.C.4. 


Town and Country Planning Act. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir—I refer to Mr. H. A. Glenn's 
letter published in your issue of October 


_ 15. It appears to me that the. £300 


million statutory limit is meant to be 
shared between claimants of ripe land, 
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which, in my calculation, amounts to 
approximately £24.3 per acre-owner of 
ripe land, excluding the maximum de- 
velopment of properties existing which 
owners could have develo to con- 
form to the London Building Act or 
other local bye-laws who will now be 
called upon to pay a tax where the cubic 
extent exceeds the statutory enlargement 
of one-tenth. Therefore, if the admini- 
strators of the Act were to swallow 
up two-thirds of the statutory monetary 
limit, acre-owners of ripe land will have 
to be contented with a compensation of 
something like £8.1 per acre and, 
furthermore, the claimant has got to 
satisfy the Central Land Board that he 
has sustained hardship due to the Act 
coming into operation. 

An owner of a two-storey building 
adjacent to a seven-storey building, 
should he wish to ss his land in 
keeping in height with his adjoining 
owner’s building, will now be called upon 
to pay the tax, and to my mind the two- 
storey owner would have a lawful right 
to claim compensation, the amount of 
which should be equivalent to the 
development tax he will be called upon 
to meet. I gather from the remarks of 
Sir Hugh Lucas Tooth, M.P., at a func- 
tion of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors, that the Minister has no in- 
tention of compensating owners in such 
unfortunate circumstances, even though 
they will be called upon to pay a de- 
velopment tax; they would not be en- 
titled to compensation because their 
case is considered not to be a hardship 
one. If Sir Hugh Lucas Tooth is 
correct, then it would be advisable that 
professional agents should advise their 
clients to submit such claims as they feel 
lawful, to encourage litigation or bring 
about the abolishment or improvement 
of this most uncanny Act. 

W. MACDONALD. 

16, Chiswick-road, W.4. 


Holiday Scheme Management. 

To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
Sir,—I was employed by a firm of 
civil engineering contractors from ap- 
proximately September to the end of 
December, 1947. The holiday cards for 
Whitsun and the annual holiday were 


-sent to the Building and Civil Engineer- 


ing Holidays Scheme Management, Ltd., 
about four weeks ago. I have had neither 
acknowledgment of the receipt of the 
cards nor the money. May I, through 
you, ask whether this is the normal pro- 
cedure on the Management company’s 
part? 
Brentford, Middx. 
October 13, 1948. 


R. KAUFMAN. 


Lightweight Concrete and Vermiculite. 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—May we refer to the report of a 
paper read by Mr. T. W. Parker to the 
British Association on the subject of 
“Lightweight Building Material,” which 
appeared in your issue of October 1. In 
the course of his remarks Mr. Parker 
made some reference to vermiculite, 
which we cannot let pass ‘without com- 
ment. 

First, he says that the “ proposal” to 
use vermiculite for making lightweight 
concrete does not seem justifiable tech- 
nically. Perhaps Mr. Parker is not aware 
of the great strides, jn just this one appli- 
cation of the many to which vermiculite 
can be put, that have been made in the 
U.S.A. in recent years. 

Second, he states a value of 0.4 
BTU/sq. ft./hn/1°F/in. for vermiculite 
in loose fill, and gives a range of 0.25-0.9. 
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A much fairer average value for loose 
vermiculite would be 0.3 to 0.35; values 
such as 0.6 to 0.9 are given by vermiculite 
concretes of lesser or greater cement 
content. 

Lastly, as to relative price. If Mr. 
Parker has been correctly reported, a 
simple calculation shows that at a density 
of 5 Ib. cu. ft. for exfoliated material, 
thickness 2 in., at 3d. per sq. ft., the cost 
per ton can be £33 12s., and at ’8 Ib./ 
cu. ft., other conditions being the same. 
the cost per ton should be £21. Very 
different from the £23 and £14 given by 
him for each density respectively. . 

R. M. STEWART, 
for PLysYL ForMworkK, LtTp. 
246-248, Great Portland-street, W.1. 


ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION 
66th COUNCIL MEETING 

Mr. SYDNEY TATCHELL, C.B.E.. took the 
chair at the 66th ordinary meeting of the 
Architects’ Registration Council, held at 
66, Portland-place, W.1. on October 15. 
The appointments were announced of 
Mr. nis Poulton to represent the 
R.1.B.A. (in place of Mr. Michael Water- 
house, resigned) and of Mr. D. H. Beaty- 
Pownall to fill the vacancy on the Board 
of Architectural Education occasioned 
by the death of Mr. Christopher Nichol- 
son. The appointments were approved. 

THE REGISTRAR announced Privy Coun- 
cil approval to amendments to Regula- 
tion 37 (by which the penalty on restora- 
tion to the Register is advanced from 
10s. to £2) and to schedule 1, Form G. 
Also reported was the receipt from the 
Working Party for the Building Industry 
of an invitation to submit evidence on 
the form of answers to a questionnaire. 
It was agreed, on Mr. Gordon Jackson’s 
suggestion, that the Ministry of Works be 
informed that the Council considered that 
the information sought could best be 
given by the constituent bodies of the 
Council, to which the questionnaire had 
no doubt been sent. 


Committee Reports. 


Admission Committee. This report 
was presented by Mr. VINCENT BurRR. 
who said that while, no doubt, there 
might be other work ahead of the Com- 
mittee, its labours under Regulation 26 
were virtually completed. Of the 5,593 
applications, only five remain to be dealt 


with. Since the last meeting of the 
Council the appeals of Mr. J. L. Edgar 
(Glasgow) and Mr. H. J. Hammick 


(Plymouth) had been allowed by the Tri- 
bunal, and their names had been entered 
on the Register. There were no appeals 
outstanding. 

On the proposition of Mr. Darcy 
BRADDELL, a vote of thanks to members 
of the Admission Committee, past and 
present, for the work they had carried 
out was unanimously passed. 

Board of Architectural Education. In 
resenting this report, Mr. Darcy 
RADDELL reported upon action taken by 
him as chairman of the panel of examin- 

ers for maintenance scholarships. The 
report was approved and the Council 
cordially accepted a proposal, raised by 
Mr. Jackson, that Mr. Braddell be em- 
powered to look into the question of 
giving additiorial help to a scholarship 
holder who, through home circumstances. 
would otherwise have to forgo sitting 
for the degree examination. ; 

Discipline Committee. Action taken in 
four cases was reported where registered 
architects were alleged to have trans- - 
— the Code of Professional Con- 

uct. 
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Finance and General Purposes. This 
Committee reported that in its opinion 
no change was possible in the annual 
retention fee which had been advanced 


to £1 in 1943. The question submitted | 


to it whether the il as a statuto 
body should be Ene with a coat-of- 
arms had been duly considered and the 
Committee was of the opinion that no 
useful purpose would be served by so 
doing. This was approved. 

The Committee recommended that 
11 former members be reinstated and 
that three applications be rejected. 
_MAJOR ATHOE suggested that applica- 
tions for reinstatement should come be- 
fore the Admission Committee instead 
of, as at present, a Sub-committee of 
the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee. There were often many factors to 
be considered in these applications, yet 
recommendations were made by two or 
three members. He made it clear that he 
knew nothing of the three persons who 
had been recommended for rejection but 
was raising the matter on a point of 
principle. He was casting no reflection 
on the sub-committee but it was not 
representative of the constituent bodies, 
whereas the Admission Committee was. 

Mr. JACKSON supported this. In his 
submission, sections 6 and 7 of the princi- 
pal Act brought admissions under the 
direct control of the Admission Com- 
mittee, and it was therefore question- 
able whether any other committee or 
sub-committee had locus standi. 

The REGISTRAR pointed out that the 
Council’s solicitor had advised that where 
an applicant sought readmission to the 
Register he was, so to speak, in the 
mercy of the Council, and that there was 
no need for the matter of re-examination 
to be brought under section 6. 

MAJOR ATHOE gave notice that he would 
raise the matter as a formal proposition 
at a future meeting. The report was 
then approved. 

Licensing Prosecutions. 

The Professional Purposes Committee 
has appointed a sub-committee to con- 
fer with the officers of the R.ILB.A. Prac- 
tice Committee with a view to making 
further representations to the Ministry 
of Works on the matter of prosecution 
of architects for licensing offences. Vari- 
ous cases have been drawn to the Com- 
mittee’s attention in which architects 
have been prosecuted in respect of build- 
ing licences in circumstances in which 
there was neither criminal intent nor such 


gross negligence as would justify 
proceedings. 
SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


ESSEX, CAMBS AND HERTS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
London Visits of West Essex Chapter 


_ On October 2 and 3 the Chapter organ- 
ised a series of visits in London. A party 
of about 80 members and guests paid a 
visit to the Bank of England, on Satur- 
day, where they were shown the “ Par- 
lours ” and the sub-basement power house. 
About 30 went to the Palace of Westmin- 
ster, where they were shown over the 
partly-built new House of Commons, and 
the remainder visited the London Univer- 
sity Senate House, where they were shown 
the halls, offices and libraries. The party 
came together for dinner at Pinoli’s and 
a_ visit to Wyndhams to see “The 
Gioconda Smile.” On Sunday, a party of 
about 20 attended matins at St. Paul’s 


Cathedral, and in the afternoon about 40 
= Freemasons Hall, Great Queen- 


THE BUILDER 


CONURBATION 


A SURVEY OF BIRMINGHAM AND 
THE BLACK COUNTRY 


(THE work of the Committee recently 
appointed by the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning to with the 
Black Country will be greatly facilitated, 
in fact it is to a large extent anticipated, 
in the very full report prepared and now 
issued by the West Midland Group,* 
the unofficial team of Birmi 
University men, together with indus- 
trialists, local government officers and 
other leading citizens, supported by the 
Bournville Village Trust. This publica- 
tion, with numerous maps and —— 
and very fully illustrated, is even: 
greater importance than the Hereford- 
shire report prepared by the same body 
and reviewed in our columns a short 
time back, as the problems involved are 
much more difficult and affect a popula- 
tion of 2,150,000 people housed and 
occupied in a most disorderly and un- 
satisfactory fashion in this area. 

The City of Birmingham has already 
taken many steps towards improved 
planning, and the district with which this 
report is mainly concerned is that to the 
west of it, between Birmingham and the 
valley of the river Stour, extending to 
Wolverhampton on the north and Stour- 
bridge towards the south. This district 
was originally a coal-mining area but a 
large proportion of the mines have now 
been worked out, leaving a heritage of 
devastated land, with numerous mounds 
and “bings” very difficult to restore in 
any useful purpose and yet so 
detrimental to orderly development that 
drastic reorganisation must be regarded 
as essential. 2 

This report is not primarily a. plan. 
The main objectives of the West Midland 
Group have been the assembly of facts 
and figures collected on the spot and the 
examination of those bases on which a 
good life may be securely founded in 
the area as a whole; at the same time each 
district has its own particular problems 
which can only be solved by careful 
examination of local conditions, so that 
while the recommendations made are, for 
the most part, of a general nature and 
may have to be modified or expanded in 
detail to suit particular areas, they mav 
be taken as pointers to communal well- 
being. 

The story of this area, as of the other 
“ conurbations” in south Lancashire and 
south Yorkshire, is one of industrial 
acceleration during the last two centuries, 
the gun-maker and hardware traders in 
Birmingham, the smiths of Dudley and 
nail-making as a cottage industry were 
flourishing trades when the local coal 
pits supplied forge and furnace so that 
factories spread in ribbon development 
along, first the canals, and then the rail- 
way tracks; little consideration was given 
to the housing of the workers while the 
march of industry went relentlessly on 
so that to-day the planner is confronted 
with a gigantic sprawl of factories, houses, 
and straggling towns and villages inter- 
mingled with the debris from the mines 
and the ruined remains of obsolete 
undertakings. 

Asa coe for operations the Group has 
prepared a Surface Utilisation Map of 
the entire area, though it has only been 
practicable to include specimen sections 
of this in the present publication. The 
main land ae are shown in eight 
categories : spaces, pu 
private; (2) Undeveloped land; (3) Dere- 


*“ Conurhation ”: The Architectural Press, 9. 
Queen ‘Anne’s-gate, $.W.1. Price 30s, net. 
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lict land; (4) Industrial; (5) Residential; 
(6) Commercial; (7) j Ps or sercm 
services, ic resorts, etc.; Trans- 
colours on the maps, and the housing is 
further subdivided into four grades in- 
dicating the degrees of demand for 
reconstruction 


The preparation of an alternative sur- 
face utilisation map is as the 
essential first move in the ing of any 
cred, lat Sledes schenint oan Se Gove op 
urther maps are required, providing an 
analysis of cach use and an economic 
comparison of the adaptability for various 
modes of conversion and also as to the 


’ areas, i 
in the Black Country suffers the 
multiplicity of local authorities, com- 
prising six County Boroughs, cight non- 
County Boroughs and ten Urban 
h hardl “ perme ar the 
ave hardly any relati ip to 
growth of development, having long 
ceased to represent the detached com- 
munities on which they were based, and 
nearly all of which have grown into an 
agglomeration demanding a unified 
system of control. 

Birmingham has secured a fair pro- 
portion of open space to the north-west, 
along its West Bromwich boundary, but it 
is closely linked with Smethwick in the 
west, and beyond these two places we 
find the main derelict areas and also ths 
chief shortage of provision for public 
recreation. It is here that the disorganisa- 
tion looks most acute, around Willenhall, 
Bilston, Tipton and Dudley; here large 
areas not be restored for use by 
buildings or agriculture — at a 
quite prohibitive cost, and only 
alternative seems to be in the form of a 
gradual amelioration in levels and con- 
tours such as would make these areas 
available for various types of recreation. 
In default of other provision many of 
these places are frequented by children 
as playing grounds but in om: Emon 
condition they are neither c y nor 
safe. There is no doubt, however,. as 
indicated in this report, that, at less cost 
than any other form of conversion, it 
would be practicable. With tree plant- 
ing in places where this is possible, the 
illustrations suggest very definitely that 
a “Capability Brown” of the present 
generation could achieve picturesque 
landscape effects. This position is 
appreciated in the report and the i am of 
an area near Oldbury gives an indication 
of the method recommended. 

There are, of course, numerous other 
features in this comprehensive report, the 
claims for revision in the planning for 
industry, | communications, housing, 
agriculture, and conditions generally, 
having regard to the developments for 
cultivation of the land both within and 
around the area of the conurbation. 
Some special A pre my for small holdings 
is included. e 257 pages of this report 
cover very fully all the aspects that a 
hensive survey demands; and an 
appendix deals with the Cannock Chase 
coalfield lying outside the “ Black Coun- 
try” to north but influencing it in 
some of its indystrial meters et 





Control of ,Concrete Mixes. 
A paper on “The Design and Control 
Mixes” was read Mr. 
R. C. Blyth. M.A., A.M.LE.E. ore a 
meeting of the Institution of 
Engineers, held at Caxton Hall, London, 
on September 21. 
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HOUSING AND THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


MR, COPPOCK’S ADDRESS TO 


Following is the text of a paper read 
on October 15, by Mr. R. Coppock, 
C.B.E. General Secretary, National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Operatives, 
to the Conference called by the Institute 
of Housing at Brighton. 


"THE acute housing shortage at the end 
of the war naturally enough focused 
attention on the building industry as it 
did at the end of World War I. But I 
forbear going back into history as it 
is the present situation with which we are 
all concerned. Our concern is equally 
deep with the prospects of a solution 
within a reasonable time. By “ reason- 
able” I mean a period within which 
all those now urgently awaiting accom- 
modation are likely to get it before all 
hope is abandoned. In a sense, of course, 
there is no such thing as a final solution 
to the housing problem, for most people 
are looking for a rise in housing standards 
as well as an increase in number, for there 
can be little prospect of a limit to 
qualitative progress. But I have indicated 
what I mean by a solution. That position 
will be reached when every one or every 
family has adequate accommodation and 
when, in addition, there is at least one 
house over, to be let or sold, for say 
every 1,000 families; that is, a number in 
the proportion stated surplus to immediate 
and urgent needs, so that people are not 
unwillingly tied to a particular district. 
Can the building industry provide the 
necessary number of houses in addition 
to all the other buildings required? Of 
course it can. I am firmly of the opinion 
—an opinion reinforced by the achieve- 
ments of the industry—that we can build 
500,000 houses a year—if employers and 
workers are imbued with a sense of 
social urgency; if they are given the 
means; if there is no constant change 
of plan; and, most important, if all con- 
cerned are given the opportunity to get 
on with the job with the minimum of 
interference. 


Building Industry “a Tap.” 

It is unfortunately all too true that the 
building industry is, and has invariably 
been regarded as, an industry whose 
activities can be switched on and off like 
a tap. I have said I have no wish to 
delve into history, but am tempted to do 
so for the purpose of showing an in- 
stance of this state of mind. In the world 
economic collapse of 1929-31 building 
activities were drastically: curtailed here. 
It appeared at one time as if there was 
going to be a slump again in building as 
a result of the capital expenditure cuts 
decided upon by the Government, but 
fortunately—or perhaps less unfortunately 
—the building cuts so far decided upon 
are in the projects, not in the work 
actually in hand. It thus seems as if the 
Ministry of Health housing plans are to 
be allowed to mature without an excess 
of inconvenient interruption. 

I think the Government has done fairly 
well in housing, but none of us can 
afford to be complacent. As a member of 
the largest municipality i: the world, I 
am, in a sense, a politician, and I know 
how easy it is for the ruling party to fall 
into a state of complacenty; but if 
Politicians are inclined to complacency 
the unhappy victims of the housing 
shortage are not, and it is they to whom 
all with a social conscience have to pay 

t regard, 
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The personnel of the industry now is 
about a million. If the labour of half of 
these can be restricted solely to house 
building then half a million houses can 
be built annually. So in six years three 
million houses will be built, enough to 
overtake the shortage completely and to 
replace a large number of obsolete and 
obsolescent houses which are, and have 
been for a considerable time, due for 
demolition. To date about three-quarters 
of a million housing units have been pro- 
vided in Great Britain in the three years 
since the end of the war—an average of 
a quarter of a million a year. I maintain 
that we can easily double this rate of out- 
put; indeed, more than double it, for a 
present unit includes building work 
associated with the conversion, repair 
and adaptation of existing premises and 
not merely with new houses. Just before 
the war the industry was building be- 
tween three and four hundred thousand 
houses a year—an industry which was 
handicapped by heavy unemployment 
and by a lack of any ordered scheme of 
things. True, many, if not most, of these 
houses would not have stood too close 
a scrutiny on the part of those 
who expected a high qualifying standard 
—that is, good materials handled by 
skilled labour. Even so, the proof was 
there that an adequate rate of building 
was possible. What I think prevent this 
adequate rate are shortage of materials, 
uneven distribution of materials and lack 
ofa consistent plan, as chief among the 
many hindrances. 


Have Building Workers a Social Purpose? 

I shall be asked—indeed, expect to be 
asked—whether building workers are 
themselves sufficiently seized of a social 
purpose to give of their best. It is unwise 
to generalise, but I would say that 
building workers are as conscious of their 
obligations as most other citizens. 
Indeed, they are among those suffering 
from the housing shortage, and self- 
interest alone would dictate for them a 
speedy solution of the problem. Then I 
expect t© be asked whether private 
enterprise should have what is often 
called its “head,” the implication being 
(erroneously in my view) that its “ head ” 
will enable it to cope with the emergency 
and satisfy house-hunters. We must 
remember that of the vast number of 
houses which the enthusiastic supporters 
of private enterprise proudly declare: it 
built in the inter-war years without state 
subsidy, by far the larger number were 
for sale and that the poorer sections of 
the community were left to fend for 
themselves as best. they could with the 
help—for the more fortunate ones—of 
those local authorities which were 
— progressive to have houses 
uilt. 

There is much confusion in all this. 
Because local authorities are regarded by 
the Ministry of Health as the main in- 
strument for the provision of houses for 
those unable to afford their purchase, the 
protagonists of private enterprise allege 
that it is deprived of the opportunity to 
show what it can do. This, of course, is 
nonsense. Most local authorities let out 
their constructional work to outside 
firms. I really feel that the Government's 
decision to allow not more than one house 
out of five to be built for sale is a humane 
rather than a political one, for outside 
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such a decision I cannot see how the 

r sections of the community would 

ve stood an earthly chance of ever 
getting accommodation. 

What the building industry must sce 
to as it grapples once again with the 
problem on its own, free from licensing 
controls and all other impediments, is 
the qualitative raising of housing stan- 
dards. Council houses, never picturesque 
but overlaid by the dull mask of a uniform 
mediocrity (why, I do not know), have a 
higher standard than before the war and 
we—or those charged with the respon- 
sible task of planning and building houses 
—must maintain good standards, raze bad 
ones and strive all the time to better what 
is already good. I am sure that bad plan- 
ning and bad building are more costly 
even on the short-term view and infinitely 
more costly on the long-term view. The 
bad is always the dearest. There are those 
who say that buildings, including houses, 
should not be erected to endure as 
fashion may desire to dictate a change. 
On this point, however, .it might be well 
to gain the opinion of house-owners and 
other occupants. Before there could be a 
wide adoption of such a facile view 
(facile because it could be used to 
justify bad or the most bizarre type of 
construction), houses would need to be 
very much cheaper than they are now. 

It might seem that prefabricated houses 
would lend themselves to changing 
fashion because of the apparent ease of 
their construction and demolition. But in 
this case, too, cost would prove a pro- 
hibitive factor. The Government's 
decision to end its temporary prefab- 
ricated housing programme is based on 
its experience of costliness. Further, the 
type of prefabricated house that has so 
far been available bears little comparison 
with the properly constructed traditional 
house. Perhaps one day we shall see a 
spaciously erected prefabricated house 
insulated against excesses of temperature 
—until that day arrives one’s scepticism 
of the value of “ prefabs ” remains. 


The Capital Cuts. 


I referred earlier in this paper to the 
industry being given'the opportunity of 
getting on with its job with the minimum 
of interference and to its being “ switched 
on and off” like a tap. These factors 
surely lie at the root of all the delays and 
frustrations the industry suffers. We all 
know that cuts in capital expenditure are 
to affect building—in projects if not 
in actual work in hand—as stated. It is 
just this feeling of constant uncertainty 
or apprehension, based on experience of 
the steps taken in earlier economic 
crises, that acts as a brake on our industry 
and deprives many of the sense of urgency 
and of the driving force which are so 
necessary if the housing problem is to 
be effectively tackled. Unfortunately 
there are too many persons, even in in- 
fluential positions, who see nothing wrong 
in the curtailment of essential building; 
who not only see nothing wrong but 
who praise the cuts as being necessary. 
These short-sighted folk learn nothing 
from history. One would have thought 
that if there are industries that have to 
be sacrificed to the interests of the export 
trade, building would not be one. I am 
of the view that building activity should 
not be curtailed while there is so much 
dire need—apart from houses—for 
hospitals, schools, clinics, welfare centres, 
factories and up-to-date industrial and 
commercial bui 

The Minister of Education stated 
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recently, in reply to a question in 
Commons, that the number of school 
buildings still on the 1925 black list i 
654, truly an astonishing position. 
23 years there remain over 650 con- 
demned school buildings, to which must 
be added or at least partly added all 
those destroyed and damaged during the 
war. 

Not for the first time have willing and 
suitable men been invited to enter a 
training course in the building industry 
in order to cope with an expected ex- 
pansion; not for the first time have many 
such trainees been doomed to a state of 
enforced inactivity (this sounds so much 
nicer than “unemployment”) because 
there is no work for them; not for the 
first time have valuable training centres 
been closed because of the change in 
Government policy. Of course, neither 
this nor any other Government chooses 
to change its policy for the worse, but 
force of circumstance sometimes proves 
irresistible, I agree that our economic 
maladies need drastic treatment but I 
think we have to see to it that the 
patient manages to survive the treatment. 

I am very glad—and in this I know I 
share the view of all in the industry, 
employers as well as ourselves—that the 
Government has allowed some important 
relaxation in the matter of licensing. 
The earlier £10 limit gave a glorious 
impetus to black market building work 
and I think the present limit of £100 will 
have the effect of stopping a lot of anti- 
social and undesirable activity. 

The building industry, while admittedly 
capable of much improvement (the 
operatives have asked for and gained a 
Working Party to examine the rami- 
fications of the industry), is not having its 
activities cut because of any defects from 
which it may itself suffer but for other 
reasons which have been publicly stated. 
However, in spite of the effect of capital 
cuts on our industry I am not very much 
alarmed at present for I believe that 
public opinion has come to recognise the 
social value of building and the wide im- 
plications of a sound building policy, 
especially if this policy has had to be 
devised in a time of national stress and 
economic stringency. The decision of the 
Minister of Health to avoid housing cuts, 
if at all possible, is a wise one. 


OBITUARY 

Herbert G. Simms, A.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I. 

WE regret to record the death of Mr. 
Herbert G. Simms, A.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L, 
on September 28, at St. Michael’s Hos- 
pital, Dun Laoghaire, Eire. He ob- 
tained his A.R.L.B.A. in 1923, entered the 
employ of the Dublin Corporation, and 
subsequently rose to the position of chief 
housing architect. 


Francis R. Taylor, L.R.1.B.A., M.R.San.I. 

We regret to record the death on 
October 14, at 12, Pleydell-avenue, W.6, 
of Mr. Francis Robert Taylor, 
L.R.I.B.A., M.R.San.L, at the age of 84. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


TILING AND Pavinc. By. F. W. M. 
Eglington, B.Sc.(Eng.). (London: Crosby 
Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 5s. 

THe A.B.C. or ROOFING. 1g Prem E. 
Cotgrave. (London: Crosby kwood 
and Son, Ltd.) Price 4s. 6d. 

NATIONAL Trust Guiwe: BUILDINGS. By 
James Lees-Milne. (London: B. T. Bats- 
ford, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 
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THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL 
ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE INDUSTRIAL MARKET 


A COMPREHENSIVE review of the 
work of the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry was given by 
Mr. W. H. Forspike, C.B.E., F.1.0.B., the 
chairman of the Council, when he 
addressed the Yorkshire 

Association for the Building Industry at 
the College of Technology, Sheffield, on 
October 9. 

Mr. Forsdike prefaced his remarks by 
saying that the purpose of the Council 
might be expressed as being to organise 
and control craft training, — and 
working conditions as between building 
trade employers and building trade 
operatives, commensurate with the eco- 
nomic interests of the country. He then 
went on to describe the legislative and 
administrative powers of the Council and 
dealt with such matters as disputes and 
differences, the functions of the various 
National Committees and the regional 
and local machinery. : 

With regard to the social significance 
of the Council’s industrial machinery Mr. 
Forsdike said: 


The Objects of the Council. 

The main objects of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry are to 
maintain peace and to ensure ordered 

rogress in the industry; its machinery 
ot been devised solely for that purpose. 
While building, as such, is the most stable 
industry in the history of mankind, its 
technique is always in a state of flux. 
Quite apart from new processes which 


are soon absorbed into the appropriate i 


craft there have been other operations 
which received a temporary fillip due to 
a change in the architectural fashion of 
the times. Other processes, sometimes to 
the extent of a whole trade, have entered 
a stage of decline, often for the same 
reason. At other times there have been 
experiments with new materials, or an old 
material used in a different manner or 
for a different purpose in building. This 
type of change involves, often over 
periods of years, considerable changes in 
the scope and practice of a craft without 
entirely eliminating it. : 

It is one of the primary duties of the 
Council to keep the National Working 
Rules in consonance with the changes 
which occur, and in this connection the 
nerve centres are the Regional and Local 
Joint Committees. 

The members of the Council are not 
supermen and it is not to be inferred that 
they are endowed with some superior 
measure of original virtue or in any way 
devoid of their natural complement of 
original sin. They are, however, men of 
the type which British industry appears 
to develop, who have been prepared to 
give years (and most have given man 
years) of service to the ideals and pur- 
poses of the National Agreement. y 
have known how to administer it in its 
underlying spirit of good fellowship, 
democracy and fair dealing. They have 
together maintained a full sense of civic 
and industrial responsibility and that 
degree of stability upon which. in the 
ultimate, all true personal, trade, social 
and economic progress rests. They repre- 
sent Trade Unionism, both of employers 
and operatives, at its best. ; 

Wi regard to apprenticeship the 
speaker continued: e can be n 
doubt, at least to my mind, that a we 
organised system of apprenticeship is the 
very bloodstream of ‘the building indus- 
try. Without it the industry and all 
those who practise in it would fail. 


While the art of building remains with 


us craft ticeship remains essential. 
It is, in my view, one of the valid charges 
against the trade side of the industry 


ge will remain a valid one until 
apprenticeship is again recognised as the 
first moral igation in the interests of 


views on the whole find common 

tance. This is so because the social 
and economic future of architecture in 
which all these parties are directly in- 
volved is vested entirely in building craft 
—. - 

t was in the atmosphere of this im- 
portant truth during the early period of 
the last war (1939-1945) that the Council 
evolved a national scheme of apprentice- 

ini The 


for conciliation in cases of difference 
dispute, for facilities for daytime jane 
evening attendance at technical schools 
and colleges and for certification at the 
termination of the apprenticeship. 


Encouragement for Apprenticeship. 

I will not go into the matter of the 
success of the scheme to date, as 
it is far too early in its life to do so, but 
Iam satisfied that, whatever the ou 
may be, it will not fail fully to reach its 
because of lack of merit in the 
scheme itself. I would, however, enter 
a plea to all who have the real interests 
of the building arts at heart to do all in 
their power to help forward the scheme 
and to do everything possible to encour- 
age the principle of apprenticeship 
and in particular apprentices themselves. 
There can be no doubt that practical 
encouragement of apprenticeship can be 
of great service to the economic future 
of the building industry. 

_I have endeavoured in the time at my 
disposal to traverse a very wide field of 
history and industrial administration. 


i 


Y When it is realised that this administra- 


tive machine provides the energy which 
contrives to deal with the personal in- 
dustrial difficulties of very nearly one- 
and-a-third million of the working popu- 
lation ef this country, and to keep them 
panne attending their workshops, 
offices and sites at 8 o'clock on six morn- 
ings in every week, it will be seen that it 
represents no small contribution to the 
stability of the home industrial market. 





L.M.B.A. Handbook. 

A limited number of copies of the - 
don Master Builders’ Handbook toa 
are obtainable from the Publisher, The 
Builder, 4, Catherine-street, W.C.2. Price 
10s. for members and 12s. 6d. for non- 
members, postage 4d. 
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THE GERMAN HOUSING 
SITUATION 


A THREE-FOLD PROBLEM 
By Joseph Geta. 

A E bleak and discouraging picture of 

the housing situation, as Germany 
enters her second winter of occupation, 
is slightly relieved by a few elements of 
hope. Throuah the repair of partially- 
destroyed dwellings, through the use of 
barracks and empty industrial buildings, 
and through the conversion of atties and 
unused spaces in buildings, thousands of 
Germans can find shelter in spite of the 
lack of building materials and transport. 
Furthermore, a new method for the dis- 

1 and use of rubble will go a long 
way toward solving several of the here- 
tofore insurmountable problems. By 
processing the rubble on the site of the 
ruins with the aid of large mills, it can 
be cleared away and a new and excellent 
building material can be made on the 
spot by mixing the pulverised rubble with 
concrete. Hence, two major tasks can be 
accomplished without depending on 
transportation facilities. 

It is obvious that old and ordinary 
methods of construction for solving the 
current housing problem are out of the 
question. Coal is needed to manufacture 
brick and cement, approximately 12.5 
tons of it being necessary for building 
one flat containi rooms and a 
kitchen—and a shortage of coal will 
exist for a long time to come. This lack 
of coal has a particularly ironic twist, 
for one of the principal reasons for its 
scarcity is the lack of adequate housing 
for the miners in the Ruhr area. In 
other words, until the miners get better 
homes (which require building materials, 
which in turn need coal), there will not 
be enough coal produced, for the miner’s 
conditions of life are too difficult for 
them to work vigorously. 


Methods of Construction. 


In the rebuilding of dwellings. the old 
clay construction, the plaster-concrete 
construction, and other methods will 
have to be revived to take the place of 
building houses of stone, wood, concrete, 
steel and iron. New methods of con- 
struction, especially those of quick 
construction, are being tried out and 
developed. Prefabricated housing, which 
Germany is ready to manufacture and 
which is being considered as a solution 
to the problem in other countries. cannot 
alleviate the German housing situation, 
for it must remain an article for export, 
to be used to finance imports even more 
essential to Germany than housing. 

The aforementioned plan for the 
utilisation of rubble is the outstanding 
technical solution to the immediate 
problem. It has been estimated that it 
would take thousands of workers and 
thousands of trucks many years just to 
remove the rubble from bombed-out 
cities. It would take many more years 
to transport new building materials to 
the scene of construction for building. 
Large portions of blasted walls as well 
as the , powder-like rubble, comprising 
30 to 40 per cent. of the ruins. can be 
processed in a similar manner to become 
new raw material which can be con- 
sidered as something between natural 
pumice and foundry pumice. In_ the 
opinion of experts, this is a fine building 
material, which, made into building 
blocks (“ Ziegelsplittbeton ”), will not only 
offer resistance against pressure, but also 
has a higher insulative character than the 
traditional brick wall. 

The tremendous task which faces the 
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Military Governors and German officials 
falls into three . The deadly 
statistics of rows of rubble is the first. 
Although the casual visitor may travel 
in a countryside apparently untouched 
by war, the first city of any size will show 
the remnants of destroyed buildings. 
Wuerzburg, in Bavaria, is more than 70 
per cent. oyed; Heilbronn, in Wuert- 
temberg-Baden, is more than 50 per cent. 
destroyed; and in Greater Hesse, where 
key industrial plants were more 
numerous, the extent of damage is even 
greater. 


Population Factor. 

The second phase of the problem con- 
cerns the factor of increased population. 
According to the May, 1939, census, the 
German population in what is now the 
U.S.-occupied area (including the U.S. 
Sector of Berlin) numbered 15,066,000 
persons. At the end of October, 1946, 
the unofficial population figure for the 
same regions was 17,667,000. This in- 
crease has been brought about by the 
immigration of expellees from Eastern 
Europe, who are now living with native 
German families in crowded conditions, 
very limited facilities, and no privacy. 
The best index to the extent of over- 
crowding is the average figure of the 
number of persons per room, which 
figure ranges from 1.7 for the whole area 
of Greater Hesse to 3.8 persons per room 
for the city of Kassel. 


The figures for the larger cities do not 
tell the entire story of over-crowding, for 
they reflect conditions only in those 
population centres, for the most part, 
which have been closed off to further 
migrators. The expellees continue to be 
diverted into the country and small 
towns, and there the conditions of excess 
population in a limited space is becoming 
increasingly pressing. Added problems 
are the lack of adequate health facilities, 
water supply, and houses not constructed 
- the number of persons now inhabiting 

em. 


_The third factor in the housing 
situation, that of the building material 
scarcity, exists all over Europe and in 
America, as well as in Germany. 

In many other European countries, 
housing conditions are still far worse than 
in the very recently over-crowded German 
communities. In Germany itself, 
however, only statistics on the lack of 
building materials will indicate just how 
serious this problem is. In Wuerttem- 
berg-Baden, in the last quarter of 1946, 
in spite of a strenuous effort to boost 
the allocation of building material to 
meet requirements, only 29 per cent. of 
the required cement was received, 42 per 
cent. of the plaster, 24 per cent. of 
building plates, and 50 per cent. of 
heating stoves. 


It must be remembered further that a 
substantially lower figure of any one of 
these critical items may possibly dis- 
proportionately impede the whole 
programme. One item that is only 20 
per cent. available may render useless for 
the time being several materials which are 
100 per cent. available. A further illus- 
tration of the nn of materials 
appeared in a report from Nuremberg 
which indicated that “with the present 
rate of supply of building materials it 
will take 75 years for the reconstruction 
of all the damaged buildings in that city.” 





R.LB.A. Kalendar. 
The R.L.B.A. Kalendar for 1948-49 has 
now been issued from 66 Portland-place, 


W.1. In its full pre-war form, it is priced 
at 7s. 6d. 
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TIMBER PRESERVATION 


CONFERENCE ON METHOD OF 
IMPREGNATION 


(THERE was once a common belief 
among the ignorant that the tapping 
of the death watch beetle was a sign of 
impending doom. Nowadays only the 
ignorant discount the theory, for the 
lapping signifies that the beetle has 
emerged from the timber in which his 
previous three forms of existence have 
wrought havoc that will be discovered 
later. Few members of the building 
industry are unaware of this fact. 
Nevertheless, a large number fail to take 
practical steps to avoid insect attack and 
dry rot if one is to judge by the estj- 
mates of annual wastage of timber that 
are issued from time to time. Although 
a new house which is well designed and 
well constructed with the use of good 
dry timber should be safe from dry rot, 
provided adequate maintenance work is 
carried out, the only sure way to avoid 
all trouble is to use impregnated timber. 
This last point was made by Mr. E. H. 
Nevard at a conference on timber pre- 
servation convened by Messrs. Hickson’s 
Timber Impregnation Co. (G.B.), Ltd., 
nd held at the Savoy Hotel on October 
4. . MR. BERNARD HICKSON, M.Sc., 
F.R.LC., a director of the company, 
told the gathering of representatives from 
Government departments, Ministries and 
trade Press that a scientifically controlled 
supply service for preservation of timber 
was now available to the architect and 
builder. This was based on knowledge 
gained from the researches of the labora- 
tories. The future builder could utilise 
science in industry and thereby banish 
the fear of public authorities and the 
private house owner of heavy future 
repair costs due to dry rot and insect 
damage. Timber preservation, which 
the ancients had employed occasionally 
as an art, was available to-day as a 
cheap process. 

The advantages of the process were 
outlined by Mr. E. H. NEVARD, who is 
now a member of the firm of Hickson’s 
Timber Impregnation Co. (G.B.), Ltd.. 
after nearly 20 years’ service at the 
Forest Products Laboratory, Princes 
Risborough. Following is a summary 
of his remarks:— 

It has been said that there is a world 
shortage of timber. I would say, rather. 
that there is a shortage of available 
timber and that the available timber !s 
less than requirements. Stocks of im- 
ported soft woods, excluding sleepers. 
are reported to be about $ million stds. 
compared with about 880 thousand stds 
pre-war. This timber is required mainly 
for packaging, which consumes approxi 
mately 40 per cent. of soft wood im- 
ports, and building, which consumes 
approximately 25 per cent. This again 
excludes sleepers and other mining 
timbers. 

Building timber is required for the re- 
placing of damaged houses; for building 
houses that would normally have been 
built during the war period; for building 
houses that would normally have been 
built in the post-war period; and for 
repairs. Owing to war damage and 
neglect of maintenance more timber |s 
required now than before the war. 
Therefore, requirements are far above 
normal whereas timber supplies are appre- 
ciably less. 

There are at least four methods of 
using timber with due care. Firstly, sub- 
stitute material should be used where 
timber is not essential. Secondly, the 
Government has limited the amount of 
timber to be used in a house to 1.6 stds. 
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and has made it illegal to use timber 
on a ground floor on the old joist and 
floor board method. The use of stress 
grading is the third answer to the short- 


age. : 

There is, fourthly, an even more 
valuable way of economising in timber 
and that is to make it last longer by 
treating with preservative. Making 
timber last longer not only conserves the 
timber, but also labour which is normally 
required for repairs and replacements. 
Stocks of timber, being less in this 
country than pre-war, are being used 
quicker and are not given any length of 
time for the correct amount of season- 
ing. They are sometimes taken straight 
from.the ship to the housing estate, and 
severe cases Of decay and dry rot are 
then discovered. Preservation, to most 
people, including a number of architects 
and builders, means brushing with some 
preservative, usually with a tar oil type 
which includes creosote. Such treat- 
ment can only be skin deep. Slightly 
more protection is given by dipping the 
timber into the preservative but effect 
again is only skin deep and would be of 
no use if the risk was severe. A further 
method is the hot and cold open tank 
process. This process can only be used 
with certain timbers which are easily 
treated and there is little control over the 
amount of preservative that is absorbed. 

For adequate penetration it is neces- 
sary to use the pressure method by which 
the preservative is forced into the timber. 
There are two types of treatment by this 
method. One is the empty cell method. 
The timber is subjected to an initial air 
pressure of about 40 Ib. and without 
releasing this pressure the cylinder is filled 
with preservative solution. Pressure is 
then increased to 200 Ib. per sq. in. and 
when the required absorption has been 
obtained this pressure is released and the 
cylinder empties. The second method is 
the full cell process. An initial vacuum 
is applied to the timber to assist penetra- 
tion during the subsequent pressure opera- 
tion. This method is the one usually 
used with water soluble preservatives as 
it leaves the cells of the timber com- 
pletely charged with preservative and 
enables a greater concentration of the 
toxic elements to be left behind. 

There are three main classes of pre- 
servatives, the most familiar being the tar 
oil type which includes creosote. This 
is an admirable preservative but has 
certain disadvantages in its smell, its 
dark colour and the fact that creosoted 
timber cannot be painted over. The 
second is known. as the solvent : 
The toxic elements are usually dissolved 
in oil or spirit which is specified as being 
volatile. The application of this pre- 
servative is restricted to brushing or dip- 
ping. The effectiveness is therefore 
limited by the method of application. 
With the third type, which is known as 
water soluble, there is no risk of acci- 
dents as the salts are dissolved in water. 
They are odourless, the treated timber 
can be easily painted, and the degree of 
concentration in the solution can be 
varied at will by the addition of extra 
salts. These preservatives are applied by 
the pressure methods. Even with resist- 
ant timbers virtually complete penetra- 
tion can be obtained. With water soluble 

reservatives the chemicals are toxic to 
—_ A chemical reaction takes place 
in timber and this results in fixation 
of the salts in the timber within a rela- 
tively short period. s 

ee ee een 
creased by than 1 per cent. to guaran- 
tee full B innee pa of every piece of 
timber. I would that the preser- 
vation of timber should be considered 
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rather as a non-recurring premium for an 
insurance throughout whole life of 
the house or building against the 
attacks of both fungi and wood destroy- 
ing insects. 

In the ensuing discussion Dr. W. P. K. 
FINDLAY, —— scientific officer of the 
Board of Trade, said that those who 
paid fire insurance quite happily ought 
to be glad to pay a sum as insurance 
against rot. The guiding a as to 
whether pressure or surface treatment 
should be used was that brush treatment 
was all right if a new coat could be 
applied periodically. Impregnation treat- 
ment was necessary in cases where there 
was permanent dampness. 

After the Conference guests were 
shown several short films on the subject 
of timber preservation, and later visited 
Belvedere, where they saw a modern 
pressure impregnation plant using water 
soluble preservatives in operation. 


‘SYNTHETIC BOARDS 


AN exhibition organised by the Council 
of Industrial Design of synthetic boards, 
plastic laminates and __ resin-board 
materials was recently opened i Mr. 
Leslie Gamage at the Murray House 
Exhibition Hall, Vandon-passage, Petty 
France. In this exhibition the qualities 
of these materials—their versatility and 
use, novelty in production and their 
adaptability to new forms and new 
designs—are demonstrated by a number 
of exhibits such as office and domestic 
furniture, constructed from veneered 
plastic board made largely from wood- 
waste and agricultural fibres bonded with 
synthetic resins; an aircraft spinner 
illustrating the use of resin-impregnated 
paper laminates suitable for the manu- 
facture of large and intricate low-pressure 
mouldings; a miner’s helmet, illustrating 
the use of laminated paper made from 
cotton rags, which is about half the 
weight of aluminium and has an impact 
strength greater than most other 
laminates; and a wind tunnel test model 
of the Handley Page Hermes V, demon- 
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strating one of the many icati of 
form of « dough consisting of vegetable 
orm of a 

or mineral fibres mixed with plastic 


resins. 

It is hoped that this exhibition will 
Ss t new interesting 

in the $ which 


industry will be : 
world in the 1951 Festival of Britain. 
Those interested should visit the 
exhibition, which will remain’ open 
(10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) until November 13. 


A PRESENTATION TO 


MR. JNO. CROAD 


A PLEASANT interlude in the busi- 
ness of the half-annual meeting of 
the Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers was a presen- 
tation to Mr. Jno. Croad, F.1.0.B., of 
rt, to mark “the unrivalled and 
continuous service” given by him to the 
Federation. Mr. Croad was one of 
eleven builders who met at 31, Bedford- 
street, Strand, in April, 1901, to found 
the Southern Counties Federation, of 
which he became President in 1914 and 
is still Hon. Treasurer. He is 83. 
Presiding at a luncheon given in the 
Dorchester Hotel on 14, the 
President (Councillor R. R. O. Barwick, 
M.B.E., M.I.0.B.) outlined Mr. Croad’s 
career as a builder from the time when, 
on the eighth day after setting up on his 
own in Gosport, “he took an order for 
spring to a mangle” to his 
election to the highest office in the 
industry, the Presidency of the National 
Federation. This was in 1925. i 
and since that time Mr. Croad had 
as Chairman of the National Conciliation 
Board, had taken a leading part in the 
negotiations with the Home Office over 
the 1926 Building Regulations (Factory 
Acts) and the Crane Regulations of 1931, 
had re ted the National on the 


ported Joinery Committee. 
that time Mr. Croad had 
for work for the Southern Counties 
Federation and had been the recognised 
leader of the building industry in 


Gosport. 

“What a glorious example,” said the 
ae Fe. re before self. It he 
at spirit of personal enterprise display 
by men of this calibre which has made 
our industry. May that freedom of 

action soon return. 

The President then presented to Mr. 
Croad an illuminated appreciation signed 
by all present, and a handsome piece of 
furniture. 

In response, Mr. Croad said that it 
had been his aim for many years to im- 
ia the lot of builders. During his 
ong connection with the i he had 
met many people of high inte! and 
honesty, among them Sir Stephen Easten, 
Mr. W. F. Wallis, of Maidstone, the 
real founder of the Southern Counties 
Federation, Mr. Fred Woolley, a past 

» and Sir Jonah WalkerSmith, 
who had joined the National Federation 
as Director in his = of presidency. 
“ Nothing in my life so impressed me 
as this wonderful meeting to-day,” he 
concluded; “it seemed impossible, but it 

occurred.” 


has really wee ‘ 

Among those gathered to do 
honour to Mr. Croad were Mr. F. M. 
Sleeman (President, the National 
Federation), Mr. D. C. Burgess (Presi- 
dent, L.M.B.A.), Sir Jonah Walker-Smith, 
all available past-Presidents of the 
Southern Counties Federation, and a full 
muster of Gosport builders. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


Tue following Codes of Practice have 
been published by the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1: 


Protection Against Lightning. 

The Codes of Practice Committee has 
published Code 326.101, “ Protection of 
Structures Against Lightning,” prepared 
by a committee convened by the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers. It is con- 
sidered that the code should meet a wide 
demand for authoritative general 
guidance on the subject, as nothing 
similar has been available to the public 
since 1905. Recent advances. of 
knowledge have been taken into account 
in preparing the recommendations set 
out. 

The code deals with the selection of 
equipment and the installation practice 
considered necessary to minimise or 
prevent risk of damage by lightning to 
structures and injury to human beings 
and livestock, It includes the protection 
of structures with explosive or highly 
inflammable contents. The principles of 
a protection are described and 
zones of protection given and illustrated 
by diagrams for various heights of down 
conductors and buildings. The various 
materials used are enumerated, British 
Standards numbers given where these are 
applicable and recommendations made 
regarding sizes of sections, etc., for vary- 
ing conditions. 

As the efficiency of a lighining pro- 
tection system hinges on its design, this 
aspect has been dealt with at considerable 
length. A selection of headings on which 
information is given is as follows: air 
terminations, roof conductors, down con- 
ductors, joints and bonds, earth termina- 
tions, earth electrodes, protection of in- 
flammable roofs, fences and trees, over- 
head electric supply lines, telephone 
wires and radio aerials. There are notes 
on inspection and methods of testing, 
and diagrams are provided to illustrate 
practical test methods. The code also in- 
cludes drawings of joints in conductors 
as a guide to sound mechanical practice 
and good electrical continuity. Price 4s., 
post free. 


Electrical Services in Buildings. 

The Codes of Practice Committee has 
published two further codes in the series 
dealing with the installation of elec- 
trical services in buildings. These 
codes, belonging to the electricity 
group of the series, should prove of in- 
terest and help not only to the technician 
but also to householders. They 


were prepared by a committee convened 


by the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 
Code 322.103 deals with “ Installation of 
Consumers’ Electricity Supply Controls 
for Small Dwellings (A.C. Systems).” In 
the past little regard has been paid in 
practice to the orderly arrangement of 
supply controls, and the various switches, 
meters, fuses, etc., have been grouped 
about the supply authority’s incoming 
main in no particular order and without 
regard to convenience of wiring or to 
appearance. To-day it is recognised 
that more thought should be given to 
efficiency and appearance, and the code 
is written with this in view. It is recom- 
mended that the switches or circuit- 
breakers, fuses, meters and bell trans- 
former, if used, together with the 
authority’s sealing box, should all be 
housed in a compact sheet metal box 
(described in Appendix B of B.S. 1454) 
which should preferably be recessed in 
the wall. R tions are made 
for choosing the best location for the box 
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ponents which are listed and described. 
Code 324.301 deals with “ Selection 
and Installation of Domestic Electric 
Cookers.” This code includes descrip- 
tions of various types of cookers, other 
than portable cookers, which are avail- 
able. The relevant British Standards 
are listed, and recommendations in the 
code include tables of space require- 
ments for free standing cookers for 
various sizes of household, and overall 
dimensions of inset cookers. A num- 
ber of points to which attention should 
be paid when selecting inset cookers are 
set out, and information is given on pro- 
tective finishes, boiling-plates, grill 
boilers and grills, ovens, cooker control 
units, fuses, terminals, etc. A further 
table sets out the approximate connected 
loads of domestic cookers. The code 
concludes with recommendations on in- 
spection, testing and maintenance. Price 
2s., post free. 
Electric Lighting in Schools. 


The Codes of Practice Committee has 
published Code 324.102, “Provision of 
Electric Lighting in Schools.” The code 
has been completed and revised in the 
light of comment received by a com- 
mittee convened by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. It deals with the 
provision of adequate electric lighting 
for schools, including types of educa- 
tional establishments and, while primarily 
intended for new schools, is also appli- 
cable to the modernisation of systems in 
existing buildings. It makes recom- 
mendations for minimum satisfactory 
illumination for various purposes and 
suggests how these can be achieved by 
the use of suitable lamps and shades 
suspended at certain minimum heights 
above the floor, by the arrangement of 
the lights, whether tungsten filament or 
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and for the most suitable type of com- fluorescent type, and by consideration | 


of these points in connection with the 
colouring of walls, floors and ceilings, 

Various effects which can adversely 
affect the efficiency of the lighting are 
brought to notice so that consideration 
of these points is not overlooked 
in obtaining the final effect. A table is 
included setting out recommended mini- 
mum illumination values for various 
rooms and purposes and a typical 
illumination layout for a classroom is 
included, together with technical recom- 
mendations for obtaining the best results. 
The work to be done on the site is des- 
cribed. Recommendations are made on 
fittings in normal situations, in positions 
liable to condensation or dampness and 
on the permissible weight of fittings with 
flexible conductors. There are also 
recommendations on inspection, testing 
and maintenance. An appendix gives a 
typical layout of a classroom, the require- 
ments for laboratories, workshops, 
assembly halls, gymnasia, etc. Price 2s., 
post free. 


“STRENGTH IN UNITY” 
THE AIM OF THE L.M.B.A. 


“THe London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, which has been the means of 
producing. a peaceful evolution in the 
Industry in London, has the task of 
guiding the building trade out of the 
present slough of frustration into an 
era of virility and enterprise,” said 
Mr. D. C.. BurGess, M.LO.B.,_presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A., speaking at the 
Ladies’ Night Dinner and Dance 
given by the North-Eastern Area of 
the Association at the Dorchester 
Hotel, on Tuesday. He looked upon 
the Association’s three-quarters of a cen- 
tury as being of only historic interest; all 
that mattered was what the organisation 
did and what it stood for. It had been 
brought into being by employers so that 
the demands of employees could be met 
in strength through unity, and it had 
maintained peace for a long time. 

Mr. H. Connoity, F.R.I.B.A., County 
Architect of Essex, in replying to a toast 
to the guests by Mr. P. H. Bates, F.1.0.B., 
which had included an appreciation of 
the support given to the Association by 
The Builder, said that his County could 
promise a full bill of work and looked 
to the Association for good workmanship 
and a happy and contented band of opera- 
tives. There was a need for architects 


| and the Association to get together and 


discuss the means by which they could 
use scarce labour and materials to the 
best advantage. : 

The relationship between employer and 
employee was referred to by Mr. O 
Dean, J.P., who proposed a toast to 
Mr. W. J. JERRAM, chairman of the North- 
Eastern Area. The Industry had never 
been established on the level it deserved 
in the social order of the country, h 
said. ‘If members of the Association fol- 
lowed the advice sven by Mr. Burgess 
in the past and did not revert to a Vic- 
torian attitude towards the relationship 
between employer and employee, - they 
could do much to achieve a more worthy 
recognition of their trade. 





Engineering Exhibition. 

The Engineering, Equipment and 
Materials Exhibition will be held at the 
Old Horticultural Hall, - Vincent-square, 
Westminster, S.W.1, from January 26 to 
Feb 9. It will be chiefly for. trade 
buyers from home and abroad, but the 
public will be admitted. The object is 


to show overseas visitors in particular 
that Britain still leads the world in quality 
and value, inventiveness and ingenuity. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S.A, Embassy, Ankara, Turkey. 

A new Embassy is to be built at Ankara 
for United States of America. The 
architect is Mr. G. E. Bright, F.R.1.B.A., 
34, Welbeck-street, W.1, acting with Mr. 


Frederick Larkin, or of Foreign 
Buildings, W. on, U.S.A. Messrs. 
R. Costain, Lid., Di “square, S.W.1, 
will execute the bui work. 

Long Service. 


Messrs. H. W. Crook and Son, Ltd., 
builders, of Westbourne-grove, W.1, 
write: It might interest your readers to 
know of the long service of one of our 
office staff, Mr. T, Bradley, who has just 
completed 50 years with our firm and at 
the age of 73 is still loath to retire. 


Builders’ Foremen’s Provident Social. 
The annual social and dance of the 
Provident Institution of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, 66, Portland- 
place, W.1, was held at the Victoria 
Halls (South suite), Bloomsbury-square, 
W.1, on October 9. The President for 
the evening, Mr. Frank Taylor, chairman 
of Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
was unable to attend as he was abroad, 
and his co-director, Mr. G. St. B. Connor, 
represented him in his absence. A very 
pleasant evening was spent and the pro- 
ceeds will go to the Institution’s Benevo- 
lent Fund. The Social Secretary is Mr. E. 
J. Carne, and the committee were Messrs. 
E. Bywaters, L. C. Griffiths, A. C. Taylor, 
S. C. Davis, W. A. Parkes and F. G. Ball. 


Cement from Germany. 


The Ministry of Works announces 
that arrangements are being made with 
the Cement Makers’ Federation for the 
import from Germany of substantial 
quantities of cement and cement clinker 
which will augment the supplies avail- 
able for areas normally served by 
British cement. The first shipments are 
expected in the near future and will go 
to Scottish ports. Increased supplies of 
cement have been programmed recently 
for Scotland and these imports will 
enable the increased programme to be 
maintained without detriment to other 
recipients of British cement, some of 
whom, notably in the Colonies and 
Dominions, have suffered severe shortage 
in recent months. The German cement 
will be marketed in Scotland by the 
Cement Marketing Company at the same 
price as British cement. The clinker will 
be used by the Clyde Portland Cement 
Company and the Caledonian Portland 
Cement Company in the manufacture of 
their cements. All these companies will 
ensure that the cements comply with the 
British Standard Specifications No. 12 
(1947) and No. 146 (1947). 


A Service and Showroom Scheme. 

A luncheon was held at the Queens 
Hotel, Manchester, on September 24, in- 
augurating the first service and showroom 
panel of the Coal Utilisation Joint Coun- 
cil. It was followed by a Press con- 
ference to discuss this new development. 
The leading national organisations con 
cerned with solid fuel and domestic ap 
pliances proposed through the Coal Utili- 
sation Joint Council, on which they are all 
represented, to establish a servicing organ- 
isation throughout the country. e first 
panel will operate in the North Western 
area. The governing committee is repre- 
sentative of the following constituent 
organisations of the C.U.J.C.:—National 
Coal Board, Coal Merchants’ Federation, 
Building In- 
dustry Distributors, National Federation 
of Ironmongers (Wholesale Section); Bri- 
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tish Federation of Plumbers’ Merchants’ 
ae British Ironfounders’ Asso- 
Association 


membership 0 


anxious that only improved solid fuel 
burning appliances should be installed in 
local authority houses, have expressed 
their approval of the scheme. Further par- 
ticulars will —— lied by the area com- 
— tary, 70, Spring-gardens, Man- 
¢c ter J. 


New Waste Paper Contest. 

Waste paper collections improved in 
the first half year but without considerable 
imports they would still have been insuffi- 
cient for the immediate requirements and 
altogether inadequate to meet the grow- 
ing need of industry. At the present rate 
of consumption stocks cannot last very 


1947, made by Mr. P. J. O"Hea, a mem- 
ber of the delegation, was screened in 
London recently and will be shown 


long. As a further stimulus to domestic in_ 


collections by Councils, the Waste are! 
Recovery Association announce an r 
national contest from October to March 
inclusive. The basis of this contest will 
be the monthly average figures put up by 
Councils during the period of the i 
contest of March, April and May this 
year. Each Council’s collections then 
shown will be graded 100 and the highest 
monthly average for the new contest 
period in relation to that figure will be the 
winner. Councils who did not enter the 
earlier contest are invited to enter the 
new one. The collections of these newly 
entering Councils will be related to the 
national monthly average per 1,000 of 
population shown by their respective cate- 
gory of Council during the earlier 
contest period. All such Councils will be 
advised of the basic figure of their cate- 
gory as soon as their entry is received. 
As before, the tonnage entered for this 
contest may only include normal Council 
collections and not any paper. collected 
by merchants from industrial sources. 
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fullest spoccnals 


the problems of timber producers and 


Spring the timber trade of this country, with a 


view to facilitating trade between the 
two. countries, particularly looking to the 
days when freedom of trade can be re- 
stored to the British timber industry. 
Both in British Columbia and elsewhere 
throughout the Dominion, the delegation 
was greatly impressed by the obviously 
genuine desire of Canadians to increase 
their trade with Great Britain. 
Provinces the delegation heard the view 
expressed that people of British stock 
should emigrate to Canada. 

The members of the delegation were 
satisfied that there was great scope for 
increased trade between the two coun- 
tries and that preference should be given 
to Canada and the other Dominions in 
the purchase of the United Kingdom's 
timber requirements. Mr. Brian Johnson, 
Premier of British Columbia, who 
attended the first showing of the film, said 
that British Columbia wished to do every- 
thing she could to increase her trade with 
Great Britain. She wanted to give Britain 
all she wanted at a price she could afford 
to pay and also to encoura the buying 
of British goods in British Columbia. 


BUILDERS’ NEAR RIPE LAND 


Further Announcement by C.L.B. 


THe Central Land Board announce an 
amplification of their recent pamphlet on 
bui * near ripe land S.1.A./N.R. 

If builders’ near ripe land—that is to 
say land which a builder has already 
‘claimed as his near ripe ration or intends 
to claim as such in the future—is sold or 
leased before being developed, near ripe 
treatment will not be granted if the land 
is sdld coupled with any assignment of 
the right to the payment due in respect 
of the land from the £300 million fund. 
Any land sold on these terms will be 
excluded from the builder’s near ripe 
ration. 

If a builder desires to sell or lease near 
ripe land before it is developed. the land 
should be disposed of either at existing 
use value, or, if immediate development 
is contemplated and development char 
has been determined by the Board on the 
application of the builder himself, at a 

ice inclusive of development charge. 
The intention of the builders’ near ripe 
scheme is not that claims on £300 
million fund should be sold by a builder 
by an assignment of his rights. 
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PLANNING 
REGULATIONS 


LAND HELD FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES 


THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning in a leaflet P.R.4, dated Octo- 
ber 7, 1948, draws the attention of 
ecclesiastical and charitable organisations 
and persons charged with the manage- 
ment of land held on charitable trusts to 
the provisions of Section 85 of the 1947 
Act. Section 85 is applicable only to 
land held for ecclesiastical or charitable 
purposes on July 1, 1948. It divides land 
into two classes: land which is used 
directly for the purposes of the charity, 
and land which is used purely as a source 
of revenue. These two classes are 
referred to in this leaflet as “ functional 
land” and “investment land” respec- 
tively. 

In the case of functional land, no pay- 
ment will be made from the £300,000,000 
under Part VI of the Act, and no 
development charge will be imposed on 
any development of the land as long as 
it remains functional land. On its ceas- 
ing to be functional land (e.g., on sale or 
diversion to+ commercial use), develop- 
ment charges will not be imposed unless 
the value of the land for its new use ex- 
ceeds the value for the use prevailing in 
the neighbourhood, if planning permission 
for the change has been obtained before 
it ceases to be functional land; i.e., the 
charity can reap the development value 
of the land up to the level of that use. 

Investment land in the first instance 
receives no special treatment under Sec- 
tion 85; i.e., a claim may be made under 
Part VI for loss of its development value, 
and development will be liable to 
development charge. Under subsection 
(5) of the Section, however, the Minister 
may direct that investment land shall be 
treated as if it were functional land, if 
he is satisfied that it was held for chari- 
table purposes on July 1, 1948, and that 
it is reasonable to treat the land as func- 
tional land in view of any proposals sub- 
mitted to him for its future use. If, how- 
ever, such a direction is given and the 
land ceases to be held for charitable pur- 
poses before it is put to a functional use, 
a full development charge may be levied 
when it is developed. 

An application under subsection (5) 
may be made at any time before July 1, 
1951. If the application is unsuccessful, 
a payment under Part VI of the Act is 
still admissible. All claims for a pay- 
ment under Part VI must be submitted 


to the Central Land Board by March 31, - 


1949. Ecclesiastical and charitable or- 
ganisations are therefore advised, in their 


own interests, to submit a claim in good, 


time, even if they also contemplate apply- 
ing for a direction under Section 85 (5). 
If they do not take this precaution, they 
may find themselves denied the benefit of 
Section 85 and also debarred from a pay- 
ment under Part VI. 

Applications under Section 85 (5) 
should be made on form C.T.L., which 
may be obtained from The Secretary, 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning, 
32, St. James’s-square, London, S.W.1, 
or from any of the Ministry’s Regional 

ces. . 





Employment in the Building Industry. 
The number of persons employed in 
the building industry in August was 
ee soa a decrease 2 19,000 pace the 
month. figur id- 
1939 was 1,310,000. oe 


THE BUILDER 


TREES AND ROAD 


FOUNDATIONS 
A DS.LR. SURVEY 


FAST-GROWING trees, such as poplars 
and elms, are liable to cause damage to 
the foundations of roads where the sub- 
soil is clay. Such trees remove water 
from the clay and cause shrinkage of the 
soil with consequent settlement of the 
road surface. Damage is also caused to 
buildings in the same way. Recently 
a brief survey was carried out by Road 
Research Laboratory, D.S.I.R., to investi- 
gate the effect of fast-growing trees on 
roads. Surveyors and engineers of a 
number of county and local authorities 
assisted in the work. The main con- 
clusions from the evidence were: 

(1) On heavy clay soils fast-growing 

trees may cause damage if they are 
planted within fifty feet of the carriage- 
way, particularly during the periods of 
very severe drought, such as occurred in 
the latter half of 1947. Small slow- 
growing trees within ten feet of the 
carriageway or in the central reservations, 
and larger slow-growing trees planted 
further back are not likely to cause 
damage, 
(2) The effect of fast-growing trees in 
clay soils may be serious in urban areas 
where the trees are set in paved footways 
or where the rainfall , distribution is 
affected by concentrated buildings. 

(3) No cases of damage to road founda- 
— were observed in loam or sandy 
soils. 

(4) Poplars appeared to be the trees 
most likely to cause damage but alder, 
elm, aspen and willow are also fast-grow- 
ing and may cause damage. 

Full details are contained in a paper 
“ The Effect of Vegetation on the Settle- 
ment of Roads,” by D. Croney and 
W. A. Lewis, of the Road Research 
Laboratory, D.S.I.R., which was pre- 
sented to the Biology and Civil Engineer- 
ing Conference of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers last month. The question of 
damage to sewers and drains by the roots 
of trees is not dealt with in the paper. 
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BUILDER FAILS TO PAY 


SUB-CONTRACTOR 
A RECENT COURT CASE 


A cial for £56 17s. for work done and 
materials supplied under a sub-contract 
was brought at Bow County Court 
recently by J. G. Sneath Ltd., electrical 
contractors, of 15, Wallwood-street, 
Limehouse, against W. J. Reeves, builder 
and decorator, late of 93, South-street, 
Bishop’s Stortford, and now of Tam- 
worth, Staffs. 


Mr. Reeves did not appear to defend 
the action, and Mr. Hopkins, counsel for 
plaintiffs, told Judge Alun Pugh that he 
was not surpriséd because Mr. Reeves 
was in contempt of court for failing to 
obey an order to discover documents 
appertaining to the case. 


' Counsel explained that Mr. Reeves 
was the main contractor for a building 
job at Woodford, Essex. He employed 
a certain firm of electrical contractors 
to do the electric installations, but the 
work was so unsatisfactory that the local 
council would not pass it. The architect 
then asked plaintiffs orally if they 
would undertake the work. They said 
they would and the next day received 
instructions by letter from Mr. Reeves 
to carry out the work as soon as 
possible. That was in March, 1947. 
The work was done, but Mr. Reeves 
ignored repeated requests for payment 
until at length he sent a letter stating 
that he had spent £1,200 on the job and 
implying that, until he was paid, he 
would not pay the plaintiffs. In a letter 
to the court he had stated that he did 
not admit liability because the work had 
been carried out under the instructions of 
the architect, who still owed him £1,800 
for the work he had done. 


Judge Pugh said that was no aefence 
at all and gave judgment for plaintiffs 
for the amount claimed, with costs on 
the highest scale. 


TRADE NEWS 


Fifty-five Years of Export Work. 


After nearly fifty-five years’ service, 
Mr. E. E. Tongue has retired from the 
position of export manager to Jenson 
and Nicholson Ltd., makers of Robbialac 
Paints. Mr. Tongue joined the J, and N. 
Organisation in 1894, and from the com- 
mencement took an active part in 
export matters. His successor will be 


; Mr. H. Godwin Wolfe. 


Need for Competitive Production. 


Mr. A. G. Bottomley, Secretary for 
Overseas Trade, speaking at a luncheon 
given by Associated British Oil Engines 
Ltd., at the Dorchester Hotel, London, 
on October 13, said that in view of the 
fact that the United Kingdom will soon 
be facing progressively greater competi- 
tion as other countries become more self- 
sufficient we must produce and sell at 
competitive prices. 

In fact, Associated British Oil Engines 
are making it their policy to con- 
fine their activities to the production of 
engines only and, by specialising in one 
particular line, are hoping to offer the 
best engines at the lowest cost. Guests 
at this luncheon had an opportunity of 
seeing how the company is setting about 
its policy when they later visited the 
Causeway Works at Staines where a new 
range of small vertical oil engines bear- 
ing the name of “ Petter ” are being pro- 
duced in Me numbers by the most up- 
to-date production methods. 
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NEW nding ng 


Bi —New offices, etc., 
sions to CS , ete., for which ‘the architect 
is James Grindle ey, 


spreckenbrae-cxes. -» Bisho 
briggs.—Miller 


Forguees Kenmuir 
Works, to Gay new Si py 
Glasgow.—Additions and SS ete., for 
White & Son, Ltd., ag which the architects are 
Campbell & “Hislop, 124 St. Vincent-st., Glas- 
gow.—At 16 to %, George-st., alterations and 
additions will be carrie out, for which the 
architects are Burnet, Boston & Bell, 180, Hope- 
st., Glasgow.—For the Scottish Asbestos and 
Rubber Co., Ltd., alterations and additions to 
be carried out, itor which the architects are 
Miller & Black, 132, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in of Pe vertisement pages of this 
and previous aaa 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (Tt) 
denotes closing date for applications ; the name 


and exten- 


and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained 
BUILDING 
OCTOBER 27. 


*Dorchester R.D.C.—30 houses. F. E. Jay, 
M.Inst.R.A. (L.), 58, High West-st., Dorchester. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

an U.D.C.—Eight houses at Westfield 
estate. J. Nenton and Partners, architects, 
16, i Stamford, Lincs. 


OCTOBER 28. 
tNorton U.D.C.—(a) 12 houses and (b) 8 flats. 
F. re (F.), 31, Quay-rd., Bridlington. Dep. 
£2 2s 


OCTOBER 29. 

+*Chester R.D.C.—26 houses at Upton. P. H. 
Lawson, F.S.A. (F.), 2, Pepper-st., Chester. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 29. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—New science block at Sir 
John Leman Grammar School, Beccles. E, J. 
Symcox (F.), County A., County Hall, Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 3, 


OCTOBER 30. 
t*Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C.—50 houses 
at Claremont site. €C., Council Offices, Main-st. 
Billinge, nr. Wigan. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
November 27. 
t*Brigg (Lines) U.D.C.—48 houses at Wood- 


bine estate. Buttrick & Buttrick (F. & A.), 43, 
Uswald-rd., Scunthorpe. Dep. £2. 

+*Plymeuth T.C.—Modern Seconda ped, 
Honicknowle. Louis de Soissons, A. and 
Partners, 11, The Crescent, Plymouth, then 
Dep. £3 3s. 


*York 14-3 traditional houses, Askham- 
la ee . Minter, City E., Architect. Dep. 


£2 
NOVEMBER 1. 
t*East Suffolk C.6.—Domestic science hut - 

Halesworth Secondary Modern School.  E. 

j togy A, County A., County Hall, Ipenicit 
Pp 
*t Hormeqgy T.C.—-37 flats, maternity and child 

— eentre and council gen at Church-ia. 

J Meiville Richards, B 8. 


pon enema 2. 

Brownhills U.D.C.—16 houses at various sites. 
Jennings, Horner & Lynch, ag “a i 3 and 5, 
Charch-st., Brierley Hill. Dep. £1 1s. 

Chesterfield T.C.—Six pairs of houses at 
Grangewood-rd. site. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Albans R.D.C.—Two blocks of 4 flats, type 
8.2, and one block of 4 flats, type N.2, at Tassel! 
Hall estate, Lybury-la., Redbourn. ' Architect 
$s S., 43, Upper Lattimore-rd., St. Albans. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 4. 
“Barking B. ol 8 flats in 6 blocks at Long- 
bridge-rd. Boro’ Town Hall (above date is 
for return of spehibiten forms). 


pe J 7.6 -Group 3b 18 dwelli nd 

roup wellings a 
Group | ayes all at Stamford-rd. 
estate. he . £2 2s. 


ph alin 
*Deal T.C.—34 houses at Orchard-ave. estate. 
pags 8., Municipal Office, Queen-st. Dep. 


Rhayader R.D.C.—12 houses at Newbridge-on- 
Wye. H. T. Hartwright, C., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Somerset Standing Joint Committee.—11 
pairs of police houses at 4 sites. R. O. Harris 
(F.), County A., Park-st., Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


THE BUILDER 


NOVEMBER 38. 

* Ashb y-die-la-Zouch | 9 houses at 2 
sites. L Swanwich, M.Inst.R.A., 44, London-rd., 
Coalville, a Dep. £2 -- 

Blackwell R,D.C.—18 houses off Rowthorne- 
la., Glapwell, Architect and Housing 

Supt., “ Dale-close,” 100, Chesterfield-rd. South, 


Mansfield, Notts. Dep. £2 2s. 
Bradford ‘and Metksham R.D.C.—One pair of 


houses at Staverton and one pair at Monkton 
Farleigh. 8. 43 Architect, Abbey House, Brad- 


ford-on- a. Hy £3 3s. 
—16 dwellings at Pa ap 
Common. A. Sinichines. E. & 8. Dep. 
Mi .B.—48 houses in on di 


%, Thorntree estate. B.E. & 8. Dep. £10 10s. 
Northants Standing Joint ittee.— 
Bight police houses at various sites. County A., 


County Offices, Guildhall-rd., Northampton. 
*Torquay Boro.—1l6 old people’ s Crees S on 


oo housing estate oro. Sur. Dep. 
“Wortley R.D.C.—16 pairs of houses at Lane- 


end, Chapeltown, Job No. 748; 6 pairs of houses 
at Wharncliffe Side, Job. No. 600; 3 - = old 
people’s dwellings at Pilley, Job 4 
pairs of old people’s dwellings at P yn the nt 
rd., Worrall, Job No. 600; 4 pairs of houses at 
Grenoside, Job No. 920. Husband & Co., 
architects, 388, Glossop-rd., Sheffield, 10. Dep. 
£5 5s. each site. 
Aylesbury T 7.095 lock-up > t 3 sit 
.©.—25 lock-up garages at 3 sites. 
R. o. White, Ceely House, Church-st. Dep. 


£2 2s 

Deckin R.D.C.—Seven pairs of bungalows at 
4 sites. E. ee Housing Officer, Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 


Suiaseedais 10. 

*Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—48 houses in blocks of 4 
and 14 Duplex houses at Magdalen College 
estate, Gorleston. (Development BNO. 9). B.E.. 
15, Regent-st., Gt. Yarmouth. 

+*Wandsworth B.C.—24 flats at Renmuir-st., 
Tooting. T.C. 

NOVEMBER 15, 

*Aire h U.D.C.—10 bungalows for aged 
persons at the Haw-la. site No. 2. S., Mickle- 
field House, Rawdon, nr. Leeds. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Carmarthen R.D.C.—72 houses with roads 
and sewers in six contracts in various villages. 
G. G. Thomas, 3, Spilman-st., Carmarthen. 
Dep £3 3s. 

*Ware R.D.C.—(a) 7 pairs of bungalows at 
St. Margaret’s estate, Gt. Amwell; (b) 3 pairs 
of bungalows and 3 pairs of houses at Standon. 
S., 97, New-rd., Ware. Dep. £1 1s. 


JACONELLO LID. 
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FLOORING 
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TERRAZZO FLOOR AND WALL TILES 
JOINTLESS FLOORS & WOOD BLOCKS 











“ JACONITE” Hydraulically Pressed 
Floor and Wall Tiles 


“JACONITE” composition Flooring 
“JACONITE” Precast Terrazzo 
“JACONITE” 


and Paving. 


Marble Wall Lining 






LONDON BIRMINGHAM 
147, Victoria St., Monument Rd. 
$.W.1 EDGBASTON 
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VICTORIA 
2734 & 2677 178 


MANCHESTER, BRIDGEND (GLAM.) LIPHOOK (HANTS.) 





R. ony King | Sr age eg 
South Woodford, E.18, and a 
Priests, Bavering-rd., Romford, for 22 houses at 


ae 


Gate. 
Kitshener-rd- Architects, 
Colne-rd., Winchmore-hill, Middx. 


487 


NOVEMBER 17. 
*Bournemeuth C. 4 Bice at igh Howe- 


Dep. "ga 2s, 

Kineardine noreween near’ Stone- 
haven. County fxd 34, Market-sq., Stonehaven. 
NOVEMBER 22. 

*Bri C.8.—Erection  , new buildings 


ighton 
and reconstruction z pro at Standean 
Farm. ene Ay iy Brighton, 1. 
Dep. £5 5s 
NOVEMBER 23. 
yton &.D.C oer ate ag and owes. = 
1 works at Hodnet. H. W eee ie. 
heshire-st., Market Drayton. Dep. £3 
DECEMBER 6. 
“Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—6O flats at 
Edensor-gdns, B.E. & 8. Dep. £5 5s. 


DECEMBER 7. 


Gosforth U.D.C.—42 flats at G la. 
estate. F. Austin —- chartered architect, 
c/o Tasker & & Child, New Bridge-st., New-, 
castle-on-Tyne. Dep. ke 

NO D 

*Dursiey R.D.C.—8 Ranh at 3 sites. Eric 
Cole and Partners, architects, Cirencester, ‘ 
£2 2s. 

PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 13. 
Eccles T.C.—Interior and exterior painting at 
Central Library. B.E. & 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER W. 
Kenilworth U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
see site. S., Council House. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 1. 

Orpington U.D.C.—Roads and sewers «at 
Mountfield site, Sweeps-la., St. aon, Cray. E. 
és. Bark Hart, oepington. De — am; 

Southampton —Roads and sewers, e 
at — site. B.E. & 8., Civic Centre. 


Dep. 

" NOVEMBER 3. 

Midhurst ®.D.C.—Construction of sewers. 
settlement tank, storm water tanks, humus 
tanks, sludge beds and om ing _—, - 
Harting drainage. John aa ¢ 
Artillery =—* Artillery-row, S ay res 


(cheque only). 
NOVEMBER 5. 
Walton and Weybridge U.D.C.—Sewers and 
hg ey ry roadworks at Longmore Farm site. 
‘ouncil Offices, Walton-on-Thames. 


NOVEMBER 8&8. 
Lydd (Kent) T. G.—Roads and sewers at “ The 
Green.” TT.C., Town Hall, New Romney. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
.—Roads an | sewers at Stone. 
23 Witte "Ceely House, Church-st. Dep. 


Be Se 
NOVEMBER 18. 

South Cambridgeshire R.D.C. — Roads, 
sewers and water mains at Back-la., Linton 
and Whitecroft-road, Meldreth. County 8., Shire 
Hall, Castie Hill, Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 2. 
Rugby R.D. ge he 3 miles of 6-in. 
4-in. water mains d D. Watson, 
_ .C.E., 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 26. 

Kettering R.D.C.—Construction of sewerage 
and it disposal at Weldon. Pick, Everard. 
Keay Gimson. 6, Millstone-la., ‘Leicester. 
Dep. en 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Bermondsey. — Hiovsinc.— B.C. applied to 
L.C.C,. for loan sanction of £800 for housing 


purposes. 


.—F.iats.—L.C.C. approved scheme 
i development of East Surrey-gr. site at 


— —Of houses at Culverley- 


rd. for W.D.C. Surveyor, Leonard Ralph, F.A.1., 
9%, Rushey-green, Lewisham. 
beg 


6, 28, 30, 32, 
e. 16 and 26, Gillray- -sq. for redevelopment of 
- 


— RepeveLorment. — B.C. purchased 
34 and 3%, Milman’s-st., la, Lacland- 
t Chelsea ( No. 1) area. 

ouses.—B.C. negotiating with 
Ltd., oodford-ave., 
Carter, 


Architect, J. L. Thomas, 


J om gene — Of 76-68, 
W. and N. Hunt, 56. 


Eastminster estate. 
Centre. 
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Fuiham.—Trmp. Hovsinc.—B.C. to acquire 1/, 
Chancellors-rd., 1, Elmdale-st., 36-42 (even), 
Fairholme-rd., 16, Favart-rd., and 3, 
Parthenia-rd. for temp. housing. 

Hackney.—Kitcnen.—And dining accommo- 
dation scheme at £21,630 for Northwold-rd. sch 
approved by L.C.C. 

H — ALTERATIONS. — To Hendon Hall 


Hotel, Ashley: la. Architects, Hughes and 
Bicknell, Tunwell’s-cvt., Trumpington-st., 
+ on > lig 


istington.— Dwe.iines.—B.C. to apply for per- 
mission to erect 242 dwellings at Pembroke-way, 
Sussex-way and Salterton-rd. sites. 

—Scnoo..—Essex C.C. to acquire land 
at Brentwood for Priest’s-la. prim. sch. 

.—Scnoois..—Essex C.C. to acquire land 
at Ellingham-rd.. Harrington-rd., Newport-rd., 
Mayville-rd., Church-rd., Farmer-rd., Connaught- 

. for 2 nursery schis. "and 5 county prim, and 
sec. schis. 

Leytonstone.—ALrerations.—To 616-618, Ley- 
tonstone High-rd. Architect, R. ¢. Arnold, 288. 
Perth-rd., Ilford. 

North Finchiey. —Fuiats.—A. Auburn & Sons, 
Ltd., 1,236a, High-rd., Whetstone, N.20, propose 

~&9 flats at Brinmaur, Nether-st. 

Plaistow.—Resvuitpine.—Of 59, 63 and 67, 
Thorngrove-rd. for W.D.C. L. Kennard (F.), 14. 
Railway-approach, London-Bridge, 8. E.1 

St. Panoras.—Hovsinc.—B.C. received loan 
sanctions as follows: £25,000 for acquisition of 
Cromer-st. site ; £15,000 for acquisition of Ferdi- 
nand-st. site; £10,000 for acquisition of St. 
Pancras-way site ; £50,000 for erection of dwell- 
ings at Cromer-st. ; £30,000 for dwellings at 
nr -st.; £39, 104 for dwellings at Harring- 
on-sq. 

Wembley.—Fiats.—B.C. propose erection of 
120 flats at Keneric Court. Plans by C. W. 
Steadman, A.M.I.C.E., Town Hall. 

Wermbley.— Fars. —Plans prepared for 60 flats 
at Forty-ave mae Atkinson (F.), 13, Man- 
chester-sq., 

West Eating. —Srores.—F. W. Woolworth & 
Co., Ltd., 1, New Bond-st., W.1. prepared plans 
for ‘shop, ‘showroom and flats at 102, Broadway. 

West Ealing.— Resvitpinc.—Freeman, Hardy 
and Willis, Ltd., Queen’s-bldgs., Rutland-st., 
Leicester, propose to apply for sanction for re- 
building ‘shops and flats at 62, The Broadway. 

Westminster.—ExtENnsion.—London School of 
Economics and Political Science seek acquisi- 
tion of 16, Houghton-st. at £30,000 for exten- 
sion purposes. 

White City.—ALteRations—To White City 
Drill Hall for County of London Territoria] 
Force and Auxiliary Assn. William G. Newton 
( 4, Raymond-bidgs., Gray’s Inn. W.C.1. 

Whitehall. —Orricrs.—Government io proceed 
with further offices at Whitehall-edns. C. F. 
Mee (A.), Ministry of Works, Abell House, John 
Islip-st. Quantity surveyors, Young and Brown, 
104, High Holborn. W.C.1 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bedworth.—U.D.C. propose crematorium on 
Marston-la. 


Hull.—B. Cooke and Sons, 1, Market-pl., pro- 
pose to develop 34-36, Queen-st. and 1-5, 
Exmouth-bldgs. for industrial purposes. 

Skelton and Brotton.—U.D.C. to erect 325 


houses at Brotton, Skelton and Boosbeck. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
i Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 
Bakewell.—26 zritstone 
estafe, for U.D.C. T. W 


houses at Moorhall 


Baker, M.1I.Mun.E., 
S., Town Hall: William | Gregory, Main-rd., 
Grindleford, nr. Sheffield, 

Bakewell.—12 stone ae — eight brick 
houses at Beeley, Great Longstone and Tides- 
well, for R. D. A. Lowcock (A.), architect, 
Matlock-st.: *M. & J. C. Turner ; 
*Furniss & Hassall, off Station-r ie 
stone, £11,282 (8); *Barker & Mellor, Bath-st., 
£10,560 (8). (All of Bakewell.) 

Belfast.—Extension to engineering works, 
offices, etc., for Fairbairn, Lawson, Combe, 
Barbour & Co. whe Leeds. Architect, Anthony 


F. Lucy, M.I. I., 13, Lombard-st., Belfast : 
*William mouting, Ltd., 110-112, Cromwell-rd.. 
Belfast. 


Billericay.—(a) five pairs of houses at Lain- 
don site, and (b) five pairs at Vange site, for 
D.C. §., Council Offices, 108, High-st.: (a) 
*Hosking & Son (Essex). Ltd.. Arterial- id., 
Rayleigh; (b) *Beale & Harvey, Ltd., 534, Lon- 
don-rd., Westcliff-on-Sea. 

Blackwell.—Pithead baths, canteen, medical 
treatment centre, etc., for Miners’ National 
Welfare Joint Council. C. G. Kemp (F.), Chief 
Architect: *A. Mason (Contractors), Ltd., Mans- 
= Notts, £74,776. 

-~12 houses at Stoney-la. sass, for 

no A. Sneezum, A.M. Inst.C.E., Muni- 

1 Offices, Commercial- st. : *Htariow & 
Iner. Ltd., sin-la.. Halifax. 

Brighton.—44 houses in two contracts at Hol- 
li estate, for T.C. D. J. Howe, M.LC.E.. 
M. -Mun.E., B.E. & 8. Contract 4F—2 
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*Cook (Brighton), 
£32,242. vesagy re 


into maisonettes of 2, 


Ltd., 162, Church- 
4G—22 houses: 
169, North-st., 


houses : 
rd., Hove, 
*T. J. Braybon & Sons, 
Brighton, £31,986. _ 

Cattord.—Conversion # 
Blythe-hill. Architect, L. Prior Hale, 10, Whit- 
more-rd., Beckenham, Kent: *Hill & Sons, 184, 
Brownhill- rd., Catford, S.E.6. 

eautne War damage repairs and 

factory maintenance, for Motor Gear & Eng. 
Co., Lid., High-rd., Chadwell Heath: *H, L. 
Bird, Ltd., Hainault- st., Ilford, Essex. 


Chadwell Heath.—War damage repairs and. 


factory maintenance, for Essex Water Softeners, 
Ltd., High-rd., Chadwell Heath: *H. L. Bird, 
Lid., Hainault- st., Ilford, Essex. 

Cheimsford.— Rebuilding shops, showrooms, 
ete., High-st., for Wenley, Ltd. Architect, E. R. 
Collister (A.), 6, London-rd., Chelmsford. First 
stage: *A. J. Arnold, Ltd., Market-rd., Chelms- 


ford, Essex. 
houses at Abbotsbury, for 


Dorchester.—10 
R.D.C. F. E. Jay (L.), 58, High ae 


chester. Quantities by J. S. Nevill: 
Knell & Co., Weymouth, £13,744. 
Droitwich.—28 houses at Stalls Farm estate, 
for T.C. G. L. Robinson, M.I.Mun.E., B.S., 
Town Hall: *Structo, Ltd., 1881, + pire 
King’s Norton, Birmingham 30, £36 
Ealing.—Alterations, otc., at 56, TT euitent- 
a Architects, Athawes, Son & Co., 170, High- 
Acton, W.3: *George Moss & Sons. Cran- 
jeigh Wharf, Lady Margaret’s-rd., Southall. 
East Ham. -—Housing Schemes, for B.C. J. E 


Austin, M.B.E., Chief Housing Officer, Town 


Hall: *W. C. Marks, Ltd., 207, Central Park- 
rd., E.6 (7); *V. H. Shearman, 'Lid., 806. _— 
ford-rd., E i2 By *J. W. Faithfull, Ltd., 


Barking- rd., E.6 (4). 


East Lothian. —58 bungalows, for C.C.: 
*Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., £79,817. 

Faversham.—Houses, for T.C.: *G. S. Joiner 
& Sons, Ltd., Herne Bay, £10,681 (8); *Stanley 
Reeves, Ltd., Whitstable, £5,105 (4) (subject to 
M.H. approval). 

Forest Gate.—Alterations, new shop fronts, 
etc., at 310-324, Green-st., for Hammertons. 
Architect, A. Edgar McC arthy (L.), 13, Kirk- 


dale, Sydenham, S.E.26: *Courtney 
Ltd., 307, Brixton- rd., S.W.9. 

Glasgow.— New ph ag depot. 
City E.: *R. W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., 
(cost over £30,000). 

rage ae —Houses at Bridgemary estate. for 
T.C.: *Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), saat. £25,515 
(20); *John Hunt, Ltd., £30,903 (24) 

Hampton (Middx).—Block of shops and flats, 


ries’ & Co., 


Plans by 
Glasgow 


96-100, Station-rd. Architects, Roper, Son & 
Chapman, 162, High-st., Hounslow, Middx: 
alerts (Contractors), Ltd.) 142, Cromwe}l- 
rd., S.W.5 


Hemsworth.—10 pairs of houses at Barnsley- 
rd., Highfield estate, for U.D.C. Pennington, 
Hustler & Taylor, Ropergate, Pontefract: *W. 
Hanley & Sons, Hemsworth, £24,316. 

islington.—Repair of war damage and interior 
redecoration at Wakelin House, for B.C.: tDe- 
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corative Painting Contractors, Lid. 179, 
Staines-rd., Hounslow, £6,630. 

Kinglassie (Fifeshire). —Pithead baths, medi- 
cal treatment centre, canteen, etc., for Miners’ 
National Welfare Council. ©. G. Kemp (F.). 
Chief Architect: *MacDougall & Co., Lid., 
ceaser. £65,870. 

Limehurst.—40 houses at Waterloo estate, 
Oldham-rd., for R.D.C. H. Bradshaw, §., Coun- 
cil Offices, Waterloo, nr. Ashton-under- Lyne: 
*Bower, Moffatt & Co., Ltd., 17, Park-st. , Cheet- 
ham, Manchester 3. 

L.C.6.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
saan by L.C.C. during period ending October 
14:—Repairs at Stockwell-rd. school, Bunting 
Construction Co., Ltd., Brixton. Electrica] in- 
stallation at Harbinger school, Poplar, N, 
Chamberlist, Ltd., E.1. Replanning of existing 
kitchen and meals facilities at’ Victoria school, 
Hammersmith, W. H. Cooper & Son, Ltd., 
Hammersmith. Electrical installation at Bell: 
st. school, St. Marylebone, Alfred Appleby & 
Co. (Electrical), Ltd., Kingston. ‘lectrical 
installation at Peckham Central Boys’ school, 
David Thomson & Sons (London), Ltd., W.C.2. 
Erection of a domestic subjects centre at Den- 
mark-hill school (housing Peckham Secondary 
Girls’ school), Southern Builders, New Cross. 
Electrical installation at Montem-st. and Tolling- 
ton-park Central schools, David Thomson & 
Sons (London), Ltd., W. €.2. Electrical installa- 
tion at Defoe school. Balham, Electric Contracts 
(London), Ltd., Westminster. Laying out tennis 
and net ball courts and hockey fields for the 
Avery Hill training College, Eltham, Grass- 
phalte, Ltd., Hampton Hill. 


L.c.cC.—Erection of M.O.W. huts for school 


meals at Calvert-rd. school :— 

William Harbrow, Ltd., peneete... £12,124 
Hill & Gurr, Bromley 10,517 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... 10,353 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Ltd., Millwall... 10,297 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham 10.0% 
Campbell & McGill, Lid., Chislehurst... 9,997 
Galbraith Bros., Lid., Holborn ... 9,995 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Brixton ... ..» 9,857 
*John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camber- 


well 8,899 
Architect’s " comparable estimate is £9,890. 





Repair of war damage, etc., at Laysterne 
school, Hoxton, N.1:— 

The Demolition & Construction Co., 

Ltd., Westminster ... , £15.25 
6 R. ’ Hipperson & Son, Lid., E.C.2 14,752 
Gee. L, Edwards, Ltd., E.C.2 13,100 

Rowney & Co., ‘Ltd. Biacktria‘s 12,362 
Gratton Wilson, Ltd., Stratford . a. 12,342 
Geo. Newton & Hill, Southwark 11,693 
*Stone & Co. (London), Ltd., Croydon... 11,203 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £12,490. 


Repair of war Jamage and improvements at 


Peckham Secondary school :— 

Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Surrey ... £10,699 

Whyatt (Builders), Ltd. Balham ..._—-9,957 

Thomas Tierney & Co., “Ltd., Millwall 9,953 
. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... 9,782 
R. Martin & Son, Ltd., Deptford... 9,585 


D. 

The Demolition and Construction Co., 7 
Ltd., Westminster .., : 9,3 

*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd.., Lewisham 8,7 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £9,000. 





Repair of war damage and improvements at 
sage at Ae school :— 


. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Clapham .., £33,497 

a Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham... ... 33.100 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., Kingston ... 32,983 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., - 
Holborn ... sip die a ar ws 29,202 
Stone & Co. (London), Ltd., Croydon... 25,211 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Balham 5,147 
*The Bunting Construction Co., we 
Brixton ... 23,756 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £26,754. 


Repair of war damage and improvements at 


Thornhill-rd. school :— 
Geo. L. Edwards. Ltd., E. £15,360 
Apaisammee Building €o ntractors, a 

Ltd., Westminster ... 15,251 
F. R. “Hipperson & Son. Lid.. E.C.2 ... 15,168 
C. P. Roherts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... 14,760 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., memene... 14,336 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn ... .. 14,195 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Lid., Westminster... 15,975 
The Demolition & ‘Construction Con 

Ltd., Westminster ... ie Soi w» 13,842 
WwW Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... 13,777 
Patman and wbemttees etal Ltd., 

Islington ; .. 13,773 
Kirk & Kirk, Lid., Putney «= daDod 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley... 13.212 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), 144. Bays- 

water + 12,671 
*R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Leyton 12,517 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £18,062. 


Four-storey block of P.B. type flats at Worm- 
holt estate, Hammersmith :— 





Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester 

Pee SS .. £43,167 

—— iComtracien?. Lid., St. “Mary. 07s 

on Barton & Co., Ltd., “Belmont ... 42.169 
. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley 42.155 
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George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Denham... £41,953 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... ws 41,927 


Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury . 41,694 
speirs, Ltd., Westminster... — ... - 41,463 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth . 41,305 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham ... 40,263 


Cnera Construction Co., Ltd., Kensing- ek an 
tor wok bie om «ae tte ute +00 
He el Kent oasen Ltd., Lewisham 39,236 
*Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 39,177 
Comparable exstimate of the director of hous- 

ing and valuer is £39,835. 


Construction at York Hill estate, Lambeth, 
of a five-storey block, with lifts:— 

Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell £89,603 
J. Crewdson, Horley 89,437 





L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth ... 88,613 
Wm. Nicholson & Son (Leeds), Ltd., 

E.0.3 °* sss Po ioe ‘Ae si .. 87,861 
Pitchers, Ltd., Islington .. ... —... ‘87,414 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- 3 

on-Thames ... th wt re ... 985,375 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 ... 84,300 
Humphreys, Ltd., Westminster ... . 82,675 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 81,815 
Charles R. Price, Kingsbury ... 80,417 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Poplar . .-. 80,375 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood 80,54 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn... ... 79,654 
Chapman & Sons, Ltd., Leicester soe 00,980 
Gee. Walker & Slater, Ltd., West- 

minster ... me oa aa ied ee S| 
*Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., Westminster... ... 76,490 
Comparable estimate of the appointed archi- 


tects, Hugh Minty & Partners, 1s £77,037. 


Repairs to river wall at South Wharf, Rother- 
hithe *Brown Bros., and Borer & Co., Litd., 
New Cross, £5,089. : ss 

Chief engineer’s comparable estimate, £7,155. 

{London (Admiralty).—Gosport: Resurfacing 
roads, Allweather echanical Grouting Co., 
Ltd., 47, Victoria-st., London, §8.W.1. Fareham: 
H.M.S. ‘ Collingwood,” installation of gas- 
heating system, Portsmouth & Gosport Gas Co., 
The Square, Portsmouth. ; 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended October 16. 

Building work: J. E. Billings & Co., Ltd., 
Oxford. Painting work: W. J. Wood, Building 
Renovators, Ltd., Manchester 4; Jas. Garvey & 
Co.. Belfast. General maintenance work; F. 





jell & Son, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 
ar (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended October 9:— 
London: Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 


Conversion of garage, J. Garrett & Sons, Ltd., 
Gathles-rd., S.W.12; Group n _—— 
Regent’s Park, Reinstatement of Stucco work 
and external repairs, Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Crown 
Works, South Lambeth-rd., 8.W.8; Group *, 
Cumberland-pl., Regent’s Park, Reinstatement 
of Stucco work and external repairs, Hollows) 
Bros, (London), Ltd., Bridge Wharf, 167, Mul- 
bank, S.W.1; Claims & Records Omics, Kaw, 
Ext. painting, Kings (B. J. D.), Lid., Munster 
Works, Munster-rd., Teddington, Aurakire : 
D/Health Hospital, Ballochmyle, dag vag 
and hot-water supply, Hugh rwaam — 
Ltd., 130-132, London-rd., Glasgow, 7. lech 
marthenshire: County Prim. School, reek, 
Temp. school buildings, Glyn Davies, | Pinned 
Hill, Kidwelly; Modern Secondary School, Lia 
debie, Temp. school buildings, Glyn Davies, 
Pinged Hill, Kidwelly. Cornwall : St. Mawes 
Airfield, Preliminary work for Polish —_ 
Espley' & Co. Ltd., Evesham, | Morcesicr. 
Durham: Holy Trinity School, Stockton. . 
tional classrooms, Thornton Construction Bas 
Lid., 30, Bridge-st., Stockton-on-Tees. | a air 
Assistance Board, Polish Camp, Rivenhal / 
wie Ao: moses Adama 0 ttaremont-cres., 
Wit 8 ampshire :- T.M.O. “Ww 
douthemmoiel Iterations and ee nail 
Bates & Sons, Wildern-la., Hedge . yer 
ampton, Lanes: Telephone House, r ah 
Salford, Ext, and int. painting, James ee 
& Co. (Decorators), Core-st.. Salford. phe 
W.A.A.F. Site, Cammeringham Airfie onan 
tations to Form. M/AG_hostel, hy A pe 
Ltd., Gordon-rd., West Bridgford, Not ~ a 
Huntingtower-rd. School, Grantham, Ki 


e- 
dining-room, W. Foster & — + oe 


gate, Grantham. Moy & Co,, Lid. Tilehouse- 


Pag eights Pombrohesisre : sonra. 
ston School, Temp. school bui i. + iad 


i tepaside, Narberth. 
tame Co, Marte, teat 
panealon®. w/civerhampton. Yorks : Harrogate, 
Airey and traditional houses, F. Shepher sf Son. 
; on, Bi yi . 8c uild 
ing dear, t Greeves, Ltd., Cedar-rd., Bilby, 


oa spo (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended October 9. -_ 
Yorks: Road work, W. and J. Glossop. 4. 
York. Lance: Fencing work, W. A. Ga gr m 
Liverpool. Notts: Miscellaneous work, H. R - 
& Sons, Mansfield Woodhouse. Lines: Miscel- 


ington Son, Gains- 
lancome week, Er cok. #0. tin 2 
Co., Meiton Mowbray. Norfolk: Miscellaneous 
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work, Oliver Staines & Son, Swaffham. Kent: 
Roofing work, G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., 
Dover. Surrey: Feietiog wok, Fields, Ltd., 
Reading. Berks: Miscellaneous work, James 
(Builders), Ltd., Slough. Somerset: Painting 
work, F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Wilts: 
Road work, Roads Reconstruction (1934), Ltd., 
Frome. London Area: Miscellaneous work 
(two contracts), H. Goodsell, Maidstone. o. 
Antrim: Painting work, E. Adamson, Belfast. 

Mansfieid.—36 houses at Bancroft-la. site, for 
T.C. E. T. Crowe, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S. : 
*E. C. Rippon, Ltd., Moor-la., £5,150; *T. E. 
Carlyle, Brick Kiln-la., £5,254; *R. A. Ashley, 
£5,298; *G. Day, Clifford-st., Nottingham, £5,368 
(four each); *J. E. Baggaley, Oak Tree-la.. 
£7,757; *J. A. Wilson illsway-cres., £7,890 
(six each); *T. Smith & Son (Mansfield), Ltd., 
Chesterfield-rd., £10,636 (eight), (Rest of 
Mansfield.) 

Nantwioh.—Houses, for R.D.C.: *R. Sproston, 
Nantwich (8); *G@. Brookes & Son, Bunbury (2) ; 
*T. Platt, Shavington (12); C. Peake, Sen., 
Gresty 6). (Total cost £34,420.) ; 

Newry, Co. Down.—Superstructure of factory 
(for occupation by Horrockses, Crewdson & 
Co., Ltd., Preston), for Industrial Developments 
Branch of Ministry of Commerce, Chichester- 
st., Belfast. Plans by staff: *Henry Laverty & 
Sons, Ltd., 12-14, Cambridge-st., Belfast. 

va gg! pny a ag into flats of 1,210, Lon- 
don-rd., for Salvation Army, 113, Queen Victoria- 
st.. E.C.4. Plans by architects’ department - 
*W. Logan & Sons, Field-st., Forest Gate, E.7. 

Northam.—Eight houses at Northam, ‘or 

U.D.C. _A. Brewer, architect & 8.. Council 
Offices, Northam, N. Devon: *Badcock & Son, 
Northam, Devon, £10,040. 
_North Shields.—Prefabricated factory at Col- 
lingwood View, for Cold Rolling Mills, Ltd., 
Lime-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne : *Johnson & Oliver, 
Ltd., Shields-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—New operating theatre. floor to 


nurses’ hostel, laundry, etc., Nottingham 
Hospital for Women. Architects, Bromley & 
Cartwright, Clarendon-st., Nottingham : 


*Gilbert & Hall, 4, Wharf-rd., Castle Boule- 
vard, Nottingham. : 
_Nuneaton.—Model dairy at Merrevale-ay., for 
Nuneaton Co-operative Society, Ltd., Abbey-st. : 
i a L. Randall, Church-rd., Nuneaton, War- 
WICKS. 

Oxford.—Extension of premises at Bath-st., 
for Humphris Garages. Architect, A. R. A. 
Blay (L.). 44, St. Giles-st.. Oxford: *Hinkins & 
Frewin, Ltd., Cranham-st., Oxford. 

Paddington.—Superstructure at  Fulham-pl 
(first stage) housing scheme, for B.C.: *Dove 
Bros., Ltd., oe N.1, £236,604 (sub- 
ject to L.C.C. approval). 

‘oole.—New circulating water outlet tunnel 











QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 


PAVINGS ©: 
FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 


MARBLE & QUARZITELTD 
LIVERPOOL7 











: 489 


and mains, generating station, for British Elec- 
tricity Authority. Consulting engineers, Merz 
& McLellan, 32, Victoria-st., 8.W.1, ~ Mott, 
Hay & Anderson, a House, - 
st., 8.W.1: *Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons (Lon- 
don), Ltd., 80, Park-la.. W.1. 
: Romtord.—War - seantee and ameneees 

0 premises, for Skinner, ay 
40-42, South-st.. omford.  Mabley Bennett & 
Davies, architects: *H. L. Bird, Lid., Hainault- 
st., Ilford, Essex. 

St. Austell.—Five pairs of houses at Poltair, 
for U.D.C. H. G. King D.8c., A.M.LC.E., 
A.M.L.Mun.E., E. & 8.: *John Williams & Co. 
(Cornwall), Ltd., South-st., St. Austell, £1 
(subject to M.H roval). 

St. Paul’s ent).—Construction of 442 
houses, for L.C.C,: *Kent and Sussex Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., 109.’ Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent. 
a el ng ow a oi 

Scott a ousing Association, Ltd.— 
Forth Lanark (32 Traditional), Robert Aitken & 
Son, Airdrie, Boundary fencing; Oakley, Fife 
(150 Weir “ Quality”), James Strang & Son, 
48, Bellevue, Polmont, Boundary fencing : 
Spalehill (52 Atholl, 52 Weir “ Quality ”). 
County Road, Surveyor, Hamilton, Surfacing of 
roads and footpaths; Farigai . Inverness-shire 
(nine trad.), D. Matheson & . 4, Fraser-st , 
Inverness: Plumber; Glenurquhart, Inverness. 
sire (six trad.), D. Matheson & Son, 4, Fraser- 
st., Inverness, Plumber; Fivestanks, Broxburn 
(150 trad.), Wm. Briggs & Sons, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, Floor finish (estimated cost); Somerset- 
av., Hamilton (six trad.). 8. W. Scotland, Elec- 
tricity Board, Hamilton, Electricity services 
(estimated cost); Sauchenbush be gs mt (300 
Weir ‘‘ Quality’), S. W. Scotland, Electricity 
Board, Dunfermline, Electricity services (esti- 
mated cost); Stoneyburn, W. Lothian (24 trad.), 
R. K. Maclean & Co., 141, Bath-st., G 
Floor finish (estimated cost); 
town (10 trad.), The Neuchatel Asphaite Co., 
Ltd., 26, Royal gree Glasgow, Floor 
finish (estimated cost); Park-rd. So., Bishop- 
briggs (two trad.), Corporation of G ‘ow Gas 
Dept., Gas services; Danderhall, Midlothian 
(60 trad.), Strang & Son, Polmont, 
Boundary and house fencing and hedging ; w- 
allan-dr., Kilmarnock (eight trad.), 8.W. Scot- 
land Electricity Board, Electricity services ; 
Drumpellier-ay., Coatbridge (eight trad.), Cairn- 
hill-rd., Airdrie (10 trad.), Coatbridge Gag Co.. 
Ltd., Coatbridge, Gas services; Somerset-av.. 
Hamilton (six trad.), Burgh of Hamilton Gas 
Dept., Gas services; Tillicoultry, Clackmannan 
(76 Atholl). S.E. Scotland Electricity Board, 
Stirling, Electricity services; Menstrie, Clack- 
mannan (52 Atholl), S.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, Stirling, Electricity services; Strath- 
conan, Ross-shire (six trad.), Semtex, Ltd., 53, 
Kelvin-av., Glasgow, S8.W.12, Floor 3 East- 
houses, Newtongrange (42 ~trad.), A 
Dunn, Ltd., Uddingston, Su bly and build in 
fireplaces; Newton-av., Elderslie (18 trad.), 
Murray Electricians, Ltd., Alexandria-ay., Prest- 
wick, Electrical installation. 

Southwick.—Six flats at Manor Hall-rd., tor 
U.D.C. E. A. Coates, E. & 8., Town Hall: *J. 
Perry, 7, Pines-av., Worthing, £5,721. 

Sovsmpeet-Weths for T.C. W. L. Gardner, 
M.Inst.C.E., B.8., Town Hall. 10 houses, Bide- 
ford-rd.: G. A. Lomas & Co., Ltd., 2, White- 
bank-av., Brinnington. 

Stratford.—Electrical installation to factory, 
for Bouts-Tillotson Transport, Ltd., Waterden- 
rd., Stratford, E.15: *H. L. Bird, Ltd., Hainault- 
st., Ilford, Essex. 

Stratford.—Rebuilding houses, Leytonstone- 
rd., for W.D.C. Architects, G e A. McDowell 
& Francis, 377, Barking-rd., Plaistow, E.13: 
*R. Wayman & Sons, Ltd., 14, Leytonstone-rd., 
ate hool at Green-la., Mald 

.—Primary school at Green-la., Malden, 
for C.E.C.: *Troy & Co., Ltd., S.E.1, & ’ 

Swindon.—Proposed Headlands 
school, for E.C. Architect, F. L. Bowden (F.), 


James 


Trowbridge: *W. E. Chivers & Sons, Litd., 
Devizes, £153,619. 

Tenterden.—22 houses at Place Farm, Apple- 
dore-rd., for T.C, ; 3 Thompson (A.), 
The Ingles, Hawkhurst, Kent: *C. Jenner & 
Son, Ltd., 53-59, Broadmead-rd., Folkestone, 
Kent, £29, 


022. 
Wallasey.—Alterations and extensions at Sea 
Traini omes, Withens-la., for C.B. C. A. 
Caven (A.), Ed. Dept. uantities Ww. M. 
i 4 a. have . : : —_ (Contractors), 
a en-st. verpool 5. 
Mgmnt bese at West Farm, for 7.C 
a e, B.E.: *J. Armstrong, Ke: - 

rd., Gosforth (14); *N. Willis, Shields-rd., New- 


astle (14 . Oates, Wallsend (6). 
OM swe —Works for B.C. @ flats at 
Hi & Co., Lid., S.E.1__ ... £231,427 
. H. Lorden & Son, Ltd., 8.W.17 ... 224.750 
J. P & Sons, Lid., St. Albans ... 219,495 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans ... 215,880 
ain & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., ounce 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Lid., 8.W.1 ... 200.540 
Leslie & Co., Lid, WS... _..- . 199,879 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd.. W.1 197,746 


tTersons, Ltd., 1, Seward-st., Goswell- 
(Subject to reaching agreement upon prices 
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for variations and omissions in original bill of 
quantities to secure substantial reduction in 
contract figure.) 


Three-storey block of 24 flats planned for West 
Side Wandsworth Common site :— 
Allard & Saunders, Ltd., 8.W.15  ... £47,598 
<. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., W.C.1 . 46,503 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS 


Showing Labour Exchanges (Indexed), 
1.0.0 post free. 



















ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1. 
Tel.; CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
** EFEMBE, Holb. London "’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


Telegrams : 




















THE BUILDER 


Marshall Andrew Fo Co., set A wae: er? 955 
| gg pera Ltd., E.C 45,527 
Mansell, Ltd., a ee w+ 45192 
Kirk & Kirk, Lid., 8.W.15 . 44,000 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., S.W.6 43,085 
F. Trey & Co:, Ltd., 8.E.1 43,000 
The Unit Construction Co., “Ltd, SW 42,904 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont. 42,7 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., ecacasal : 
by-Sea -» 42,522 
*Hoad & Son, Ltd. 215, East. ia., North 
Wembley, Middx... ae ... 40,907 
68 flats and day nursery at Clapham-cres. 
scheme :— 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., ‘ : £181,075 
Holloway Bros. cies. ‘Lid., S.W.1 178,719 
Griggs & Son, 5 S.W.1 178,639 
Dove Bros., Ltd. ,N. 177,429 
Holland & ‘Hannen as Cubitts, Ltd., 

S.W.1 es ... 176,436 
William Willett, Ltd., gm3 °°... 175,877 
F. & H. Higgs, Lid. -, S.E.24 . 175,274 
Richard Costain, Lid., 8.W.1 ... 174,971 
J. L. Kier & Co., Led... 8.W.1 :.. 174,301 
F. G. Minter, Lid., S.W1. bis .. 173,411 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W.1 . 156,423 
*Unera Construction Co., Lid., 386, 

Kensington High-st., W.14 ... ... 149,823 


12 flats at Clapham Common South side :— 
W. Hamilton & Co. (Civil pratt, 6 


Ltd., W.8 25,900 
Spinks & Denning, Lid., 8.W.19 . ... 25,788 
Lodge Bros., Ltd., S W.16 . 2 ... 24,485 
Sey Ward. id. Wa Ses 24,237 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd. ... 24,150 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Sussex ... 23.532 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., S.W.12 .. 23.491 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W.14 23,098 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd. pe 22.444 
Allsites, Ltd., S.W.1 . oa .. 22,434 
Snelling & Rayment, A W.16 .. 22,390 
*Flowitt & Co., sage . Merton High- 

st., S.W.19 a ‘ . 21,762 


12 flats at a rd. housing site :— 
James Pavey, S.W.1 a .. £27,575 


Reginald Patten, S <a 17. 26,237 
Wm. Hamilton & Co. (Civil Engineers), 

Lid., W.8 ... 26,119 
Commercial Struc tures. Ltd. E.10 ... 25,296 
Lodge Bros., Ltd., S.W.16 ... oak ... 24,067 
Ww. 2. WW. ard, Ltd., W. 1 ; ag w. 23,859 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Sussex ... 23.250 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W.14 ... 22,733 
Lie Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 

S.W. aR cas SRa00 
Allsites, Lid., §.W.1 + 22,138 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Surrey 22,075 








CME 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 

















October 22 1948 





Raveénstone- 


. ) ’ 
bu ove BLLO1, 


(Builders), ‘Ltd., 


*Whyatt ey as 


rd., Balham, 





Block of six flats at Oxford-rd. reaped site :— 
J. Pavey. &.W.12__ ..:. R . £14.33 
E. J. Logan, 8.W.15 .. : : isn 
LA Pie & Co. (Civil Engineers) : 


, W.8 ron 
we oe Davey & Co.. Ltd., Hounsiow ee 
Commercial Structures, Ltd 0 
W. T. Ward, Ltd., W.1 
Gorham (Contractors), i 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W.14 ... 
Clarke, Barton & Co. Ltd., Surrey ‘ies 
Whyatt (Builders), Lid., 8. W.12 


Allsites, Ltd., 8.W.1 “ sive 
*Flowitt & Co., “Ltd., 168, Merton High- 

A ee «- 11,95] 

B.C. Architect 


st. mm ; bit 
Wembley tar houses for 

Town Hall: *New 
Railway Approach, 


nM Oi Ge 
CO ro S be: } 
+ 


tom BS 


Ltd., Sussex | 


Pend peed fed ad et ed et es pe 


pa bt Oho 


po 


ny 


Cc. W. Ranamas, A.M.L.C.E., 
ideal Homesteads, Ltd., 
Sidcup, Kent. 

West Ham.—48 dwellings for B.C. Architect, 
Thomas North (F.), 100, West Ham-la., Strat- 
ford, E.15: *Direct Labour, £69,176. 

West Hartlepool.—20 houses for T.C. SS. M 
Richmond,. Boro’ A.: *Direct’ Labour. 

Whitby.—26 houses at Stakesby, for U.D.C. 
*Mollekin Bros., Scarborough, £35,750 (subjecé 
to_M.H. __ approval). ee 











“A \ 


rue ESSEX STEEL | 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE, 








LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION oe 














WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle's -.csz- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














W.& M. lel LTD 
Station Works, 


King James St., S.E.1 
Waterlee 5474 

















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


1. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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